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Week Ending Friday, November 4, 1988 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Luncheon Hosted by the 
World Affairs Council in Los Angeles, 
California 

October 28, 1988 


The President. Thank you all very much, 
and Paul Miller, thank you very much for 
that very kind introduction. It’s wonderful 
to be here in California. And I’m sure you 
all know I’m looking forward to getting up 
to the ranch this afternoon—{laughter]— 
and especially to that day in January when I 
permanently move from Air Force One. In 
fact, we’ve already started to bring a few 
items back with us from the White House. 
We came out here—Nancy had me bringing 
several rolls of paper for lining shelves. 
[Laughter] And as you may have heard, the 
Dodgers came to the White House on 
Wednesday. They were awfully nice; they 
volunteered to bring a lamp back to Los 
Angeles. [Laughter] 

But I am delighted to be addressing the 
World Affairs Council again. Much of what 
I have to discuss today goes to the heart of 
what this organization is all about: the de- 
velopment through public discussion of a 
democratic consensus behind a strong 
American foreign policy. In this regard, the 
work of the council has been notable and 
much needed. I’m reminded of one despair- 
ing commentator who said sadly a few years 
ago that if you asked 10 Americans to 
define “highly nuanced,” 6 were liable to 
respond, “Wasn’t he the leader of Ethio- 
pia?” [Laughter] 

And the importance of your work comes 
home particularly now in the final days of a 
political campaign, a campaign in which the 
American people will speak out on the 
issues of war and peace, democracy and to- 
talitarianism, and make decisions that will 
affect the world and our foreign policy con- 
sensus for a great long time to come. And 
this election comes, too, after one of the 
most crucial and significant years in the his- 
tory of that foreign policy. Right now, we 


have hopes—and for the moment we must 
remember that they’re only hopes—that 
our children might see 1988 as the turning 
point in the great twilight struggle known 
as the Cold War. 

In a number of addresses this year, most 
recently to the United Nations, I’ve pointed 
to the extraordinary progress made on so 
many fronts, that truly “peace is breaking 
out all over.” Even in the few weeks since I 
spoke to the General Assembly, we’ve seen 
this progress continue in settling regional 
conflicts in places like Angola, Cambodia, 
Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf, and else- 
where, regional conflicts once thought im- 
possible to resolve. And so, too, the INF 
treaty has taken force. We’ve seen Russian 
and American missiles—once growing in 
number and ready to wreak destruction on 
a massive scale—themselves destroyed in 
the Russian and American heartland. Arms 
negotiations continue, too, or are in pros- 
pect, in a series of other areas: chemical 
weapons, conventional weapons, nuclear 
testing, and of course, the START talks on 
strategic offensive weapons. 

And yet as we’ve also frequently pointed 
out, what prevented progress in the past in 
these areas, indeed, what was at the heart 
of the Cold War, was not some failure of 
communications or giant misunderstanding 
between East and West. Far to the con- 
trary, it was understanding not misunder- 
standing that was the root cause. And I 
speak here of the clear consensus that de- 
veloped in the West shortly after World 
War II on several vital points: the true 
nature of the Soviet regime, the fundamen- 
tal distinction between totalitarianism and 
democracy, and the moral duty to resist the 
international threat to human rights posed 
by Soviet expansionism. It was these reali- 
ties, not some unfortunate or avoidable mis- 
understanding, that caused East-West ten- 
sion. And we can forget this lesson only at 
the greatest peril. 

But fortunately, it’s also here we see the 
most encouraging change of all. Every issue 
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of the morning paper seems to bring with it 
news of questioning in the Soviet Union: 
questioning of state control of industry, of 
restrictions on human rights, and even of 
the ideology of world domination, of class 
warfare in international politics, all of which 
formed the greatest barriers between our 
two nations. This talk of democratic reform 
in the Soviet Union remains tentative, 
hardly the stuff of sure-fire prophecy. Still, 
to those of us used to the monolithic nature 
of Soviet society in the postwar era, these 
changes seem remarkable—no, not conclu- 
sive but certainly remarkable. Like myself, 
I’m sure most of you would have had trou- 
ble a few years ago, given the state of our 
relations, imagining the sight of an Ameri- 
can President strolling through Red Square 
with his Soviet counterpart, or that same 
President there in the Lenin Hills address- 
ing the students of Moscow State University 
on the wonder and splendor of human indi- 
vidual freedom. 

We see a restiveness also in Eastern 
Europe, where peoples who’ve been denied 
their right of self-determination for four 
decades are exploring the limits of a new, 
seemingly more tolerant environment. In 
Poland, we see the resurgence of the free 
labor movement, Solidarity, with which the 
Government is now forced to negotiate 
after years of trying to suppress it. In Hun- 
gary, bold steps are being taken toward 
economic reform. Throughout the region, 
the pressures of change—and, yes, for free- 
dom—are accelerating. And if there are any 
who doubt the immensity of the change 
that has come upon us in 8 years, perhaps 
they should seek out ethnic Americans and 
ask their opinion. Ask Polish- or Hungarian- 
Americans, ask Estonian-, Latvian-, or Lith- 
uanian-Americans if it doesn’t mean some- 
thing when relatives in the old country can 
at last worship in a long-shut-down cathe- 
dral or negotiate working conditions in a 
shipyard. Yes, ethnic Americans will con- 
firm such changes, however long-overdue. 
They'll hold great promise, and we pray 
today: May that promise be fulfilled. 

Change, indeed, is inevitable. No one 
should doubt the instability of the present 
situation in Eastern Europe, in which an 
artificial economic and political system, long 
imposed on these peoples against their will, 
is more and more exposed as bankrupt and 
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discredited. The new degree of tolerance of 
experimentation is welcome; but no one 
should doubt, either, that Moscow’s han- 
dling of the growing drive for self-determi- 
nation within its European empire will be a 
vital test for us of how deep is the transfor- 
mation of Soviet foreign policy in a new 
era. 

So, whatever the future may hold, it’s safe 
to say: We’ve come a long way, and this is a 
portentous time. Indeed, when I hear some 
of the critics of our foreign policy, the most 
apt comparison that comes to mind has 
nothing to do at all with the serious matters 
of foreign policy of war and peace. I’m in- 
stead brought back to a story of my Holly- 
wood days by scriptwriter Tom Man- 
kiewicz, who described the time his produc- 
er walked through the door of his office and 
asked him what he had planned for the 
film’s archvillain, Blofield. And Mankiewicz 
very proudly told the producer, “Blofield is 
going to threaten to blow up the world.” 
And the producer looked at him for a 
moment and then stormed out of the door 
in a rage, shouting, “It’s not big enough; 
make it bigger.” [Laughter] 

Well, let us remember that great steps 
have been taken in the last few years, steps 
to safeguard against archvillains—not to 
mention the blowing up of the world, of 
course. Let us not be satisfied, and certainly 
not smug, but let us be appreciative of what 
has happened and determined to build on 
that progress. 

Now, in other addresses here, I’ve noted 
that maintaining that progress means realiz- 
ing that our foreign policy during these past 
8 years has made a significant departure: 
We now hold that containment is no longer 
enough; that ours is a forward strategy for 
freedom; and that this strategy means not 
only maintaining our defenses and vigorous 
diplomatic engagement but also candor 
about and to our adversaries, support for 
freedom fighters all around the globe, and 
encouragement of human rights and demo- 
cratic reforms within the Eastern bloc. And 
yet while these elements do signify a depar- 
ture, we must also remember that all of 
them are based on the bipartisan consensus 
developed shortly after World War II, that 
consensus that was the basis of American 
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foreign policy leadership for the first dec- 
ades of the postwar period. 

As perhaps many of you know, at the 
close of World War II, Winston Churchill’s 
government was defeated for reelection, a 
defeat that occurred in the midst of the 
Potsdam Conference. As Churchill left the 
Conference, he grew depressed at the in- 
creasingly aggressive tendencies of the 
Soviet Government and viewed with great 
alarm the inability of his own government, 
under its new leadership, to mount a vigor- 
ous challenge to the Soviet refusal to keep 
its agreements on Germany, Poland, and 
the other nations of central Europe. 

Yet it was the man many disparaged as a 
former haberdasher and F.D.R.’s ill-pre- 
pared understudy, the new American Presi- 
dent, Harry Truman, who became an enor- 
mous source of comfort and solace to 
Churchill. Because it was Harry Truman 
who moved with vigor to meet the Soviet 
threat to world freedom. Indeed, at the 
very moment when Europe seemed most 
vulnerable, the Truman administration, 


working with a Republican Congress, pro- 


duced the framework of strategic survival: 
the Truman doctrine, the Marshall plan, 
and NATO. 

It’s well to remember that the Truman 
doctrine, which saved both Turkey and 
Greece from the threat of Soviet domina- 
tion and rallied the forces of freedom in 
many other nations, was based on two im- 
portant premises: first, that the United 
States must be “willing to help free people 
to maintain their free institutions and their 
national integrity against aggressive move- 
ments that seek to impose upon them totali- 
tarian regimes,” and second, “this is no 
more than a frank recognition that totalitar- 
ian regimes imposed upon free peoples, by 
direct or indirect aggression, undermine the 
foundation of international peace and hence 
the security of the United States.” 

Now, as I say, I believe these premises 
have held fast, and they’re premises not so 
much changed by this administration as ex- 
tended. And again, I refer here not only to 
the concept of military help for freedom 
fighters but also the concept of pressing, 
through private but especially public diplo- 
macy, the cause of democratic reform and 
human rights within the Eastern bloc and 
even the Soviet Union itself. And yet for all 


of that, this progression from containment 
to a forward strategy can be misunderstood 
if it’s thought of strictly in Soviet-American 
terms. 

In point of fact, this new zealousness for 
freedom has permeated our foreign policy 
and is seen in all multilateral relations. The 
call for a worldwide crusade for freedom 
and democracy, which I first made at West- 
minster in 1982, was one meant for all na- 
tions and all peoples. And in this context, 
we've stressed, particularly, the importance 
of freedom in the economic sphere: free- 
dom as the font of human creativity and 
prosperity. 

So, there has been a larger, even deeper 
change in our foreign policy—not so much 
a policy decision as a vigorous renewal of 
America’s advocacy of freedom. Today we 
see its fruits in our daily headlines: people’s 
yearning for democracy in the Philippines 
and South Korea, or in Chile, Burma, Haiti. 
Or when this decade began, for example, 
only a third of the peoples of Latin America 
lived under democratic regimes; today the 
figure is close to 90 percent. There are the 
economic miracles taking place in Southeast 
Asia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka, Korea, 
and even the People’s Republic of China 
itself. In Africa, we’ve seen a special U.N. 
General Assembly Session develop a con- 
sensus for less state control and more free 
market incentives. And I think if we look 
closely enough here we'll see at work not 
just a foreign policy successful at expound- 
ing the cause of freedom but a foreign 
policy successful precisely because its very 
purpose and meaning was defined by that 
cause and sprang from the greatest of all 
ideas of Western thought and civilization: 
freedom, human dignity under God. 

And if I might, I’d like to pause here and 
note: It’s truly ironic that even as those 
Western insights and traditions, the tinder 
and fuel of human liberty, start fires all 
across the world, here at home they are 
called into question. Their legitimacy as 
areas of required study on some of our cam- 
puses is even questioned. I recently came 
across an interview in Time magazine with 
Allan Bloom, the author of “The Closing of 
the American Mind,” in which he expresses 
his own deep concern that too much of the 
academic community has lost sight of the 
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uniqueness and the moral superiority of 
Western values such as freedom, democra- 
cy, and the rule of law. “Hey, hey, ho, ho,” 
the chant went on one campus, “Western 
culture’s got to go.” All across the United 
States we’ve heard other expressions of con- 
cern from those like former Secretary of 
Education William Bennett, who criticize 
groups with special interests or political 
agendas that seek to diminish and restrict 
the teaching of the insights contained in the 
great books and learning of Western civili- 
zation. 

Our chief arms negotiator, Max Kampel- 
man, has a favorite quotation about all this. 
He likes to note that no one has spoken 
more eloquently of the preciousness of this 
heritage or its pertinence to foreign policy 
concerns than former President of the U.N. 
General Assembly, the late Charles Malik— 
a friend of the United States, a champion of 
freedom. As he wrote: “A civilization consti- 
tuted by Homer, Plato, and Aristotle; by the 
Old and New Testaments; by Cicero and 
Augustine; by Shakespeare and Goethe; by 
Newton and Einstein; by Pushkin and Dos- 
toyevski; and by the joy and zest and ad- 
venture and freedom of the great American 
experience; and all that these names con- 
cretely mean—can such a civilization lack 
supreme values for its conviction and burn- 
ing fire for its willP Who else has anything 
comparable with this incomparable herit- 
age? America and the West underestimate 
their immense potential. And the West is 
not only the problem but also the solution. 
That is its singular greatness. And the solu- 
tion is to be true to the deepest value of the 
West: the primacy of the spirit and freedom 
of the soul.” 

Yes, thanks to the perseverance of the 
American people and her allies, the twilight 
struggle did not fade into the dark night of 
totalitarian rule. Instead, in 1988 the lights 
are going on all over the world: the lights of 
freedom. So, at this critical moment, let us 
be certain that this continues, that the 
source of that illumination, the great works 
of Western thought and culture, is protect- 
ed and revered and, yes, studied, above all, 
here in America. 

America’s first line of defense is found as 
much in our universities and the great 
works of humane learning as it is in ail the 
NATO tank divisions on the German 
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border. And the direction of our foreign 
policy is based as much on the great ideas 
that bind together the free nations of the 
world as it is on the pace of all the peace 
conferences in Geneva. So, I call today on 
America’s college faculties and administra- 
tors to consider this proposition: that re- 
turning to sound education, that getting 
back to basics, involves not just closer atten- 
tion to good grammar or better mathemat- 
ics but devotion to the very wellsprings of 
human freedom, to the nurturing of the 
precious intellectual heritage of Western 
culture, to the preciousness of the idea of 
human freedom. And it is in this spirit that 
we can approach the great problems that 
remain, the unfinished agenda of our post- 
war foreign policy. And it is in this spirit 
that we can move forward aggressively 
through the remainder of this administra- 
tion and into the next with what, I believe, 
must be our critical foreign policy goals. 

First, we must maintain progress in set- 
tling regional conflicts, conflicts that could 
so easily escalate into a larger war. Here 
especially, it is essential to stick to the 
policy in Central America that is bringing 
progress in Angola, Afghanistan, and Cam- 
bodia. Congress must give up the double 
standard: one for freedom fighters in far 
corners of the globe, but a different stand- 
ard for freedom fighters only a few days 
drive from our borders. Until the Sandinis- 
tas make good on their promises of democ- 
racy, until Daniel Ortega stops restricting 
civil liberties, we must support the contras. 

And second, we must aggressively pursue 
the research, development, and testing of 
our Strategic Defense Initiative. In recent 
months, we’ve seen significant research 
breakthroughs, breakthroughs that lead us 
to believe deployment could be less costly 
than originally thought. We’ve been so suc- 
cessful in our research efforts that we’ve 
been able to reduce the projected cost of 
our most promising program by tens of bil- 
lions of dollars. Now is the time to redouble 
our efforts, not cut them back. A nation 
protected against nuclear missile attack, 
particularly an accidental or limited 
launch—this is not just a policy option, it’s a 
moral imperative. 

Third, we must at all costs keep our 
entire defense structure strong. The Ameri- 
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can people have made enormous sacrifices 
over the past four decades to maintain 
America’s military readiness. That sacrifice 
is now paying handsome dividends in peace 
initiatives across the globe; a safer, more 
secure free world; and an Eastern bloc 
forced to confront its own problems. Now, 
of all times, at this moment of opportunity, 
we must keep the military strength that has 
made all this possible. 

Fourth, our public candor about human 
rights abuses and the fundamental moral 
differences between totalitarianism and de- 
mocracy must continue. We must continue 
to speak aggressively for the cause of 
human freedom. We must be unafraid to 
point out the moral wrong of those who 
would repress liberty. We must be un- 
ashamed to say that economic growth and 
material prosperity are the result of eco- 
nomic freedom, not state planning. 

Fifth, we must continue our policy of dip- 

lomatic engagement in arms reduction ne- 
gotiations. A START treaty is attainable in 
the next few years. In a few months new 
negotiations will open on conventional 
arms. 
And there are other areas of concern. It’s 
ironic that just when we’re beginning to see 
reductions in nuclear arsenals and new ne- 
gotiations on conventional arms, the 
scourge of an older and equally deadly 
menace appears to be on the increase. I’m 
talking about chemical weapons, poison gas, 
whose use in the Gulf war has horrified the 
civilized world. And we face the prospect of 
more and more countries capable of pro- 
ducing or acquiring such weapons. We must 
establish respect for the international norms 
against illegal use of chemical weapons and 
see to it that this does not become a part of 
the history of the 21st century. I’ve called 
for an international conference against the 
use of chemical weapons, which will meet 
in Paris in January. This conference, along 
with the current negotiations for a compre- 
hensive, effectively verifiable and global 
ban, are our best hope for putting an end to 
this horror. 

One other problem that darkens the oth- 
erwise hopeful horizon is the continuing 
failure of the Soviet Union to live up to 
important obligations in the arms control 
area. Chief among these is their large radar 
facility near Krasnoyarsk, which is a signifi- 


cant violation of a central element of the 
antiballistic missile agreement. We have 
told the Soviet Union that unless that viola- 
tion is corrected in a verifiable manner we 
will not be able to conclude any new strate- 
gic arms control agreements. Nothing is 
more damaging to the integrity of the arms 
control process than for one side to be able 
to choose which parts of a solid agreement 
it will fulfill. The Soviets had more to say on 
this issue yesterday. We’re certainly listen- 
ing to what they have to say, but our legiti- 
mate concerns must be met. 

This is a full agenda for the remainder of 
this administration and certainly for any 
future administration, but I do believe we 
have come farther and faster in these last 8 
years than even the greatest optimists could 
have supposed. I believe this progress can 
now be maintained—maintained as long as 
we keep faith with the great values and 
traditions of Western civilization: our faith 
in freedom and in the eventual triumph of 
the human spirit, a faith that must sustain 
us, as Winston Churchill wrote to Harry 
Truman in those early days of 1945, until 
“the dark days of world tragedy have 
passed away.” 

And as Churchill also said to his own 
people at the end of the last war: “Forward, 
unflinching, unswerving, indomitable, till 
the whole task is done and the whole world 
is safe and clean.” 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


Political and Economic Reforms in the 
Eastern Bloc 


Mr. Mack. Your first question, from Kelly 
Wellman and Jay Kirner: With Gorbachev’s 
policies of glasnost and perestroika, do you 
think there will be conflicts between the 
Eastern European countries? 

The President. I don’t know whether con- 
flicts between them, but we have noticed, 
very definitely, that they are aware of the 
meaning of glasnost and perestroika, and 
they’re moving, as Gorbachev has been 
moving in Russia, to make changes. I have 
met with the head man of Hungary just 
recently. He is a close friend and associate 
of Gorbachev’s, and he is even moving 
faster than they are in the Soviet Union 
with actual economic changes and so forth. 
So that, I think, and I think in Russia, that 
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his opposition is not from the people. We 
saw that in the summit meeting there. But 
the opposition is coming from his own bu- 
reaucracy that see some of their perquisites 
disappearing if he continues with his plan. 
And I’ve longed to tell him about some of 
the things that can be done and what he 
can go with the people. One of the things 
I’ve wanted to tell him—haven’t—is that if 
they’d look back honestly at their revolu- 
tion that brought communism to the Soviet 
Union they would find that really all they 
did was wipe out an inherited aristocracy 
and replace it with another inherited aris- 
tocracy: the Politburo. 

Mr. Mack. Robin, from your portion of 
the room, please. 


Tran 


Q. Yes, Mr. President, a few weeks ago, 
the young Shah of Iran spoke to us here at 
the World Affairs Council about his hopes 
of returning to Iran as the monarch here. 
Do you, or would you in the future, support 
the new monarch’s efforts to return to his 
country? 

The President. If that’s what the people 
of Afghanistan, who have fought so bravely 
and courageously to restore their freedom— 
if that’s the-—— 

Q. Mr. President, we’re talking about 
Iran. 

The President. What? 

Q. Iran. 

The President. Oh, what am I doing? I 
got into Afghanistan by mistake. 

Q. Sorry. Do you want me to repeat the 
question? 

The President. Well, once again, the 
answer is correct. The people themselves— 
you know, we’ve heard, not so much lately 
as we did a year or so ago, that there were 
factions rising all over. And we were sup- 
posed to believe that the Khomeini’s life 
was going to end in a matter of hours—or 
days, if not hours. But there would be a 
different government. I have to say that our 
relationship with the Shah—and even 
though he was, in the sense of royalty, a 
ruler—Nancy and I were there shortly 
before the revolution that ousted the Shah, 
and it was amazing to see that country 
then. As you looked to the skyline, you saw 
derricks all over. These were building low- 
cost housing apartments for the people. A 
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land reform was put into effect that gave 
land, as we once did, through homesteading 
to the peasants. And maybe part of the 
reason for the revolution was that most of 
that land belonged to the Mullahs, and they 
didn’t like having it taken away. 

But, no, I know that there are moves on, 
and there are factions that are organizing 
right now with the expectation that, come 
the end of the Ayatollah, the country can 
actually be moved in one of several direc- 
tions. And people are preparing for that. 
And I think that the United States would be 
very willing to be supportive of a regime 
that wanted to restore democracy and free- 
dom to the people. 


Soviet-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, with the new emphasis 
in the Soviet Union and its economic pros- 
perity and peaceful coexistence with other 
nations, how do you feel about the possibili- 
ty of continuing these events in the absence 
of Gorbachev’s power? 

The President. Well, you mean, would it 
continue if Gorbachev was no longer in 
office? Is that the nature of the question? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

The President. Well, of course, it would 
depend on who followed him, but I think it 
would be a great setback if anything hap- 
pens to prevent him from continuing the 
program that he has set forth. As I say, we 
saw it among the people there. And I be- 
lieve that one of the things that explains 
what he’s trying to do is that he had hur- 
dled over Stalin—and I have reason to be- 
lieve and know that he has no respect or 
regard for Stalin whatsoever—but he’s gone 
back to some of the teachings of Lenin. 
Now, Lenin, admittedly, was the starting 
Communist force. But at the same time, 
remember some of the things that he advo- 
cated, that he publicly said to the people of 
Russia: You may find yourselves working 
beside capitalists, but don’t be concerned. 
You'll learn from them. Well, now, you 
didn’t hear anything like that from Stalin or 
any of the people that have followed him. 
But this man seems to have some ideas of 
that in mind. I hope that he can continue 
and will continue on this path. But he does 
have a built-in structure opposed to him. 
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On the other hand, the people in the street 
seem to be on his side. 


Mexico-U.S. Relations 


Mr. Mack. Mr. President, a question from 
Raoul Garza: What do you consider to be 
the major issue or priority between the 
United States and relations with the Presi- 
dent-elect of Mexico? 

The President. 1 am not familiar enough 
with him yet to know enough about that, 
other than that we—and have for 8 years— 
we have tried to have a closer relationship 
with the countries of the Americas. I think 
this is one of the reasons why there’s been 
such a spread of democracy in Latin Amer- 
ica, but also right here on our northern con- 
tinent—Mexico and Canada. And we started 
a custom of having regular visits between 
the heads of state: my going there, at times, 
their coming here. And we think that we 
can be most helpful there in what has been 
a kind of one-party state for a very long 
time. So, we will be making our moves to 
extend the hand of friendship and coopera- 
tion to it. 

Mr. Mack. Robin? 


World Peace and the President’s Plans for 
the Future 


Ms. Beeby. We've got a question from 
Drew Ryan, age 10, and Sarah Dennison, 
age 11. Drew asks: Do you ever think we 
will have world peace. And Sarah says—two 
cards, sorry—My sixth grade class at Mea- 
dowpark School in Irvine wanted to know: 
How you feel about being replaced, and 
what you’re going to do with your free 
time? [Laughter] 

The President. 1 didn’t hear the last part 
of it. Well, first of all, whether it can be 
achieved or not, world peace must be the 
goal that we strive for. If you look back 
over the centuries and see how much the 
world had wars and bloodshed going on, 
seemingly all the time, in different areas of 
the world, we have to continue to strive for 
that. And I have to point out that the peace 
that we have now is the longest one since 
World War II, more than 40 years. When, 
before that—and I’ve often credited it a lot 
to the Marshall plan and to things that were 
done in the peace. Previously in Europe, 
where countries fought countries down 
through the centuries, every time a war 


ended, the peace agreement seemed to lay 
the foundation for the next war. And this 
time we did something different. We not 
only held out the hand to our allies, we 
held it out to our erstwhile enemies, who 
are now our closest friends, or among our 
closest friends. So, we’ve had four and a half 
decades of peace. 

Now, the other question there: How do I 
feel about being replaced? [Laughter] Well, 
I could give you kind of an odd-ball answer, 
first of all, to that. And it also touches on 
what I’m going to do when I’m—have some 
free time. I’m looking forward to maybe 
getting out on the mashed-potato circuit— 
[laughter|—and making some speeches as 
just a “Joe Citizen” for things I believe 
should be done. And one of them has to do 
with the replacement of a President. I 
happen to believe now—I didn’t to begin 
with—I believe now that the 22d amend- 
ment—you see, I can say this now because 
it’s not for me; it’s for whoever follows 
me—that that was an invasion of the demo- 
cratic rights of the people of this country. 
You should be allowed to vote for who you 
want to vote for, for as many times as you 
want to vote for. 

But my concern is not just being re- 
placed, it’s who the replacement is. [Laugh- 
ter] And I have some very strong feelings 
about that. But again, let me tell you, the 
free time—yes, we're looking forward to 
that. I don’t think anyone ever leaves this 
job that I have without having things left 
undone, things that you’d hoped could be 
accomplished, and so you leave hoping that 
they will be then accomplished by someone 
else. So, I have something of that feeling. 
But I will also tell you something else. 
Nancy and I—when you're a Californian 
and you're away for 8 years, you live in a 
perpetual state of homesickness—{laugh- 
ter|—and we're looking forward to living in 
California. 


U.S. Middle East Policy 


Q. Mr. President, I have a two-part ques- 
tion here which unfortunately is going to 
have to be the last question of the after- 
noon, due to time constraints. Do you agree 
with the recent statements by Secretary 
Carlucci that the American Jewish commu- 
nity should stop objections to major arms 
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sales to friendly Arab countries, and do you 
believe that—with your departure from the 
White House—will the next administration 
continue your positive support of the state 
of Israel? 

The President. Yes, if the regime that I 
want to go in the White House—{laugh- 
ter}—makes it, yes, I know that this rela- 
tionship—I don’t think any country has ever 
had a stronger ally than Israel has in the 
United States of America. And it’s going to 
remain that way, I believe. 

But we try to reassure, because remem- 
ber that technically there is still a state of 
war in the Middle East. That war has not 
been ended. And we’re trying to bring to 
the Middle East—to help bring—a plan for 
peace among the people who must live 
there together in all those several nations. 
And so, we put in the contract of weapons 
that we sell to any of those countries—we 
put in the contract that those weapons can 
only be used for self-defense. They can 
never use them to become aggressors and 
start a war. And I can understand Israel’s 
worrying about what happens if these coun- 
tries that have been so hostile and where 
there is this state of war are armed better 
and so forth. On the other hand, if we are 
to be able to persuade those countries to 
come in and join in a conference to bring 
peace to that troubled part of the world, I 
think they have to see us as being willing to 
be fair and friends of theirs, just as they 
now see us as what I said before: the best 
friend of Israel. So, we’ve been very careful. 
We're not going overboard. We’re not 
going to create any armed monsters and 
aggressor nations there. But I do think that 
our judgment should be respected on when 
we have decided that we can make a sale of 
that kind that we should be allowed to do 
so because, once again, our pledge to Israel 
is that if anyone ever violated that contract, 
to use them there, Israel would have an 
ally: the United States. 

Well, that’s the last question. There are 
just a couple of things that weren’t asked 
about, that didn’t get in, that I just would 
like to tell you if I could. I have a new 
hobby. I am collecting jokes. [Laughter] 
And these jokes are jokes that I can abso- 
lutely prove are written—not written—are 
invented by the people of the Soviet Union 
and told among themselves. And they 
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reveal a great sense of humor that we 
would all find very simpatico with us, but 
they also reveal a certain cynicism about 
facets of their system. 

For example, you know, in the Soviet 
Union, for a private citizen to buy an auto- 
mobile there is a 10-year waiting period. So, 
one of their stories has to do with that. This 
man is finally—you have to put the money 
down, too, 10 years in advance. So, this man 
has gone in, and he’s doing all the signing, 
all the papers, and putting out his money. 
And finally when he makes that final signa- 
ture, the man behind the counter said, 
“Now, come back in 10 years and take de- 
livery.” And he said, “Morning or after- 
noon?” [Laughter] And the man said—wait 
a minute, wait a minute—the man behind 
the counter said, “Well, 10 years from now 
what difference does it make?” “Well,” he 
said, “the plumber’s coming in the morn- 
ing.” [Laughter] 

And now I’m only going to tell one more 
of those and then just a little something 
about my relationship with Mr. Gorbachev. 
I’ve told him a couple of these stories. A lot 
of them it would be tactless to tell him— 
[laughter|—but a couple I thought I could. 
And this one I did tell him, and he laughed 
quite heartily. And that was that this was an 
American and a Russian arguing about their 
two countries. And the American said, 
“Look, I can go into the Oval Office, pound 
the President’s desk, and say, ‘Mr. Presi- 
dent, I don’t like the way you’re running 
the country.’” And the Russian said, “I can 
do that.” And the American said, “You 
can?” He said, “I can go into the Kremlin, 
into the General Secretary’s office. I can 
pound his desk and say, ‘Mr. General Secre- 
tary, I don’t like the way President Rea- 
gan’s running his country.’ ” [Laughter] 

Now, I’m just going to say this, and then 
I’m—I’ve talked too long. [Laughter] This is 
just one thing. I know that there are some 
people that have thought in these summit 
meetings, and this relationship, that maybe 
I’ve changed from my original beliefs about 
the Soviet Union and that somehow maybe 
I could be taken in. Well, I’ve gone to the 
trouble to learn—I’m not a linguist, but I 
learned one Soviet—or Russian proverb, 
and which I’ve used on Mr. Gorbachev re- 
peatedly. And that is: Dovorey no pro- 
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vorey—trust, but verify. Now, the reason I 
learned that was because I didn’t think he 
would understand a good old American 
piece that I would like to say to him: Trust 
everybody, but cut the cards. [Laughter] 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel. The question-and-answer ses- 
sion was conducted by J. Curtis Mack II, 
president of the Los Angeles World Affairs 
Council, and Robin G. Beeby, editor of the 
World Affairs Journal. These remarks were 
not received in time for inclusion in last 
week’s issue. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate Reporting 
on Emergency Deficit Control 
Measures for Fiscal Year 1989 


October 28, 1988 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In accordance with section 252(b\4) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Defi- 
cit Control Act of 1985 (Public Law 99- 
177), as amended by the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Reaffirma- 
tion Act of 1987 (Public Law 100-119), I 
hereby note that the final report of the Di- 
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget dated October 15, 1988, and my 
final order of the same date, based thereon, 
indicated that no aggregate outlay reduc- 
tion is required. Accordingly, there is no 
further information to be provided pursu- 
ant to section 252(b)\4). 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim 
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and George Bush, President of the 
Senate. The letter was not received in time 
for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Management of the Federal 
Government 


October 29, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

Not long ago a certain candidate for 
President said that this election is not about 
ideology; it’s about competence. I'd like to 
take a few moments to talk about compe- 
tence: competence in the Government and 
what we’ve done to improve it over the last 
8 years. 

When George Bush and I arrived in 
Washington, we found a grossly misman- 
aged Federal Government. To give you one 
example, in the last year of the previous 
administration, Federal spending was in- 
creasing at the dizzying rate of 17 percent 
a year, which is to say almost two times as 
fast as the economy as a whole. Now, with 
the cost of the Government growing that 
fast, you’d think those in charge would have 
been keeping track of exactly how much 
each dollar was spent. But in fact, at that 
time, the Government did not know until 
long after the fact how much was spent. 
And even when it knew how much it had 
spent, it couldn’t say for certain exactly 
what it had spent your money on. This, to- 
gether with excessive regulations; deterio- 
rating services; evidence of rampant waste, 
fraud, and abuse in a number of agencies, 
pointed to a government that was too big 
and out of control. 

Look at how we changed things. Start 
with excessive regulations. We set up a task 
force headed by Vice President Bush. Its 
job? Identify and eliminate unnecessary 
Federal regulations. The results? We’ve cut 
by over 600 million man-hours a year the 
time that businesses, State and local govern- 
ments, and you and I as ordinary citizens 
have to spend filling out Federal forms and 
doing other Federal paperwork. This 
achievement has been even more impor- 
tant than many of us realize. A leading his- 
torian has written that “Government inter- 
vention and regulation was among the prin- 
cipal reasons for America’s economic stag- 
nation in the seventies.” Under George 
Bush’s leadership, we lifted the weight of 
excessive regulations, and that played a 
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major role in getting our economy to really 
fl 


We also set up the private sector survey 
on cost control led by Peter Grace—almost 
200 top business executives. This Commis- 
sion spent months looking at every part of 
the Government, finding out where 
modern business practices could eliminate 
waste, fraud, and abuse in the Government. 
When they were through, they’d come up 
with 2,478 suggestions. And almost every 
recommendation we could put into effect 
without congressional action has been im- 
plemented. And we’ve saved close to $80 
billion. We’re hoping that the next Con- 
gress will pitch in and do its part. 

Within the administration, we set up the 
Council on Integrity and Efficiency. Thanks 
to the Council, the Government has saved, 
or put to better use, over $100 billion in the 
past 6 years. For example, it’s put in com- 
puters so that we can now identify bid-rig- 
ging contractors or catch con artists who 
take out loans from many Federal agencies 
and default on all of them. 

And we've initiated the largest manage- 
ment-improvement program ever: Reform 
88. By installing governmentwide cash, 
credit, financial, personnel, payroll, and 
productivity systems, we've brought 
common sense to the way we handle over 
$2 trillion that pass through the Govern- 
ment annually. Most of these improvements 
are now up and running right on schedule, 
and the result is that we’re now doing a 
much better job than has ever been done of 
managing every single dollar the Govern- 
ment spends to make sure it’s spent in the 
very best way it can be. 

As a result of our many reforms, the Gov- 
ernment does all of its many jobs better and 
faster. For example, in 1980 it took 7 weeks 
to get a Social Security card. Now it takes 
10 days. It took 43 days to get a passport. 
Now it takes 10 days. It took 75 days for an 
export license. Now it’s 5 days to some 
countries and no more than 17 days for any. 
And processing a claim for a title I Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
loan has dropped from 100 days to 22. 

Yes, the results speak for themselves. But 
there are other results, too, results that 
show competence. These results include the 
longest peacetime economic expansion on 
record, more new jobs created than Europe 
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and Japan combined, while cutting inflation 
to a third of what it was and interest rates 
in half. Come to think of it, I'll stack our 
record of competence against any, any day 
of the week, because you see, our ideas 
work, and they work for you. Yes, the 
leader of the other ticket says ideology 
doesn’t matter, but of course it does. He 
sa;’z he’s on your side, but he’s wearing the 
liberal team’s tax-and-spend jersey. Maybe 
it’s just that, fourth quarter with the 2- 
minute warning sounding, he wants you to 
think he switched sides. But he hasn’t 
changed. He hasn’t changed his ideas. Look 
at the record, and you can see who’s on 
whose side. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
his ranch in Santa Barbara County, CA. 


Remarks at the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center Awards Presentation Ceremony 
in Los Angeles, California 

October 30, 1988 


Mrs. Reagan. I’m greatly honored, and 
this means a very great deal to me person- 
ally. Arnold, your remarks were really so 
kind, and I appreciate them so much. You 
were kind enough to mention the thousands 
of people, young and old, who have a spe- 
cial place in my heart. 

You know, for the last 8 years, I’ve had a 
unique opportunity to witness the extraordi- 
nary compassion of the American people— 
people like each of you, like each of you 
have for those who are less fortunate. So, let 
me just say that, really, this award belongs 
to the millions of American volunteers, to 
the parents and children involved in the 
15,000 Just Say No programs around the 
country, and the 24,000 men and women 
participating in the Foster Grandparent 
Program, to the doctors and others working 
with the Gift of Life Program, and to all of 
those who have worked so long for the Spe- 
cial Olympics, and to so many, many giving 
and generous people. So, on their behalf, I 
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very gratefully accept this award. Thank 
you very much. 


The President. 'm honored more than 
you can know to receive this year’s Human- 
itarian Award from the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center. To receive an award given in honor 
of one of the true heroes of the 20th centu- 
ry, a man whose name will ever be in- 
scribed in the book of life, is indeed a hum- 
bling experience. For what Simon Wie- 
senthal represents are the animating princi- 
ples of Western civilization since the day 
Moses came down from Sinai: the idea of 
justice, the idea of laws, the idea of the free 
will. God gave us this instruction in Deuter- 
onomy: “I call Heaven and Earth to witness 
against you today, that I have set before 
you life and death. Therefore choose life, so 
that you may live, you and your descend- 
ants.” 

Those monsters who made the Holo- 
caust—they chose death, with results almost 
too awful to grasp. The mind reels from the 
enormity of the crime. It begs to be set free 
from so terrible a fact, to wipe it from the 
memory. But people like Simon Wiesenthal 
have made us understand that we must not, 
we cannot, and we will not. His life is testi- 
mony to his unwavering commitment to do 
honor to those who burned in the flames of 
the Holocaust by bringing their murderers 
and the accomplices of their murderers to 
the justice of a civilized world that, two 
score after, still reels in astonishment and 
disgust. And I salute him on his 80th birth- 
day, as do we all. 

But out of the ashes of the Holocaust 
there came a good thing, a great thing, 
called the State of Israel. And like Simon 
Wiesenthal, the animating principles of the 
State of Israel are justice and law tempered 
with compassion—yes, the very principles 
of Judaism itself. And we Americans, with 
our Judeo-Christian heritage, have no better 
friends than the people of Israel. 

We acknowledge this truth, and our ad- 
ministration has made the ties that bind us 
warmer than they have ever been. In the 
last 5 years, we initiated an unprecedented 
strategic understanding with the State of 
Israel. We negotiated a free-trade area be- 
tween our two countries. Most important, 
perhaps, we promised that we would not 


permit Israel to lose its qualitative edge in 
the Middle East, and we delivered on that 
promise. This record of friendship and 
fealty moved the Democratic mayor of New 
York City to say the other week that our 
administration was the best friend Israel has 
ever had in the White House. 

Well, America and Israel share an under- 
standing forged in the blood and horror of 
the Second World War. It is not enough for 
us to invoke our common traditions, to 
praise ourselves for our Judeo-Christian mo- 
rality and our decency. We also must 
defend our traditions, our morality, and our 
decency. The West knows all too well what 
happens when the barbarians believe they 
can act unchecked. All we need do is look 
at Simon Wiesenthal’s life: a stepfather dead 
in one of Stalin’s prisons, a mother killed by 
Hitler’s gas chambers, himself a survivor of 
the camps. We must defend ourselves 
against the evil of totalitarianism. We must 
follow his example and never waiver in our 
pursuit of justice, never waiver in our pur- 
suit .of resolve. We must remain strong, and 
we must be willing to use force when we’re 
under threat. This is a lesson that binds us 
still closer to the State of Israel, for the fact 
is, a strong Israel depends upon a strong 
America. An America that loses faith in the 
idea of a strong defense is an America that 
will lose faith in a nation at arms like Israel. 

That same strength and resolve coupled 
with diplomatic vision and a commitment 
to political reconciliation are essential if 
Israel is to help achieve a negotiated settle- 
ment among the war-weary peoples of the 
Middle East. Strength and resolve will like- 
wise be the means of resolving our quest 
for the freedom of those Soviet Jews who 
seek to make their lives in the West. And 
when these become realities—and, ladies 
and gentlemen, I believe with all my heart 
they will—then, and only then, will the 
struggle of Simon Wiesenthal achieve its ul- 
timate aim: peace for the Jewish people. 

And as we commemorate the 50th anni- 
versary of the Kristallnacht, that dreadful 
night in 1938 when Hitler’s plan for the 
Jews began to take its final shape, we vow 
to be vigilant in our battle against those 
who would follow Hitler’s example. This is 
our cause. To further it, I will presently sign 
the Convention on the Prevention and Pun- 
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ishment of the Crime of Genocide, and so, 
will affirm America’s commitment to the 
profound biblical admonition: Therefore 
choose life. 

Thank you again, and may God bless you 


Note: Mrs. Reagan spoke at 7:40 p.m. in the 
Los Angeles Ballroom at the Century Plaza 
Hotel, after being presented the Museum of 
Tolerance Award. She was introduced by 
actor Arnold A. Schwarzenegger. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Proclamation 5892—National AIDS 
Awareness and Prevention Month, 1988 


October 28, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Nearly 75,000 Americans have been diag- 
nosed as having the fatal disease AIDS, and 
more than 41,000 have already died from it. 
The Public Health Service estimates that an 
additional one to one-and-a-half million 
Americans have been infected by the 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), 
which causes AIDS. Most of the infected 
individuals now show no symptoms, but it is 
likely that over the next few years they will 
develop AIDS or AIDS-related illnesses. 

Extensive efforts by Government and the 
private sector are underway in the fight 
against AIDS and HIV infection, and great 
strides have been made. In the 7 years 
since the first reports of AIDS cases, the 
virus has been identified; the ways in which 
it is spread have been pinpointed; an AIDS 
antibody screening test has been developed 
and is being used to protect blood supplies; 
the first steps toward development of a pro- 
tective vaccine have been taken; and prom- 
ising drugs to fight the HIV and its manifes- 
tations are being synthesized and tested. 

Nevertheless, today we have neither a 
cure for AIDS nor a vaccine against HIV 
infection. For this reason, it is vital that 
every individual know how HIV infection is 
spread—and that we understand how to 
prevent the spread. The virus is most com- 
monly spread through sexual contact with 
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an infected person, especially through ho- 
mosexual practices; through intravenous 


drug use with contaminated needles; and 
through other transmissions of infected 
blood. The virus is not commonly spread 
through ordinary, everyday, nonsexual con- 
tact 


To prevent the further spread of AIDS 
and HIV infection, we must heed lessons 
taught by medicine and morality alike. The 
Surgeon General has reminded all of us that 
the best way to prevent AIDS and the HIV 
is to abstain from sexual activity until adult- 
hood and then to restrict sex to a faithful, 
monogamous relationship. This wise coun- 
sel, along with saying “no” to illegal drugs, 
can prevent the spread of most AIDS and 
HIV cases. Parents should explain to their 
children the goodness and blessings of chas- 
tity before marriage, of solid family life, and 
of a drug-free way of life. 

One of America’s greatest strengths has 
always been our ability to work together in 
times of adversity. We must rely on this 
strength to sustain us as we work to prevent 
the spread of AIDS and the HIV and as we 
care for those already afflicted. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
192, has designated October 1988 as “Na- 
tional AIDS Awareness and Prevention 
Month” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 1988 as National 
AIDS Awareness and Prevention Month, 
and I call upon Americans to observe this 
occasion with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:39 p.m., October 31, 1988) 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 31. 
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Proclamation 5893—Fire Safety at 
Home Day—Change Your Clock, 
Change Your Battery, 1988 
October 28, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Sunday, October 30, 1988, is the day on 
which Americans in jurisdictions on Day- 
light Savings Time must turn their clocks 
back 1 hour to Standard Time. That offers 
all of us an excellent opportunity to do one 
other thing simultaneously—replace our 
smoke detectors’ batteries and then test 
every detector. 


This easy task, maintaining and testing 
our smoke detectors, is one we cannot 
afford to neglect. The vast majority of the 
more than 6,000 fire fatalities in our land 
each year occur in fires in the home. Smoke 
detectors are a simple and economical way 
to prevent needless deaths in fires, because 
they can alert people and allow them to 
escape during the early stages of fires. Most 
American homes have at least one fire de- 
tector, but nearly half of these life-saving 
devices are inoperable at any one time be- 
cause their batteries are dead or missing. 
We must all remember that we can avert 


tragedy by taking a few seconds to replace 
smoke detector batteries and to check our 
detectors’ operation. That will go a long 
way toward protecting lives and property 
all across our Nation. 


The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
381, has designated Sunday, October 30, 
1988, as “Fire Safety at Home Day— 
Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Sunday, October 30, 1988, 
as Fire Safety at Home Day—Change Your 
Clock, Change Your Battery. I call upon all 
Amercans to observe this day by replacing 
their smoke detectors’ batteries and by test- 
ing their detectors at the same time they 
return their clocks to Standard Time. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of October, 


in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:40 p.m., October 31, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 31. 


Remarks on Signing the Berne 
— Implementation Act of 


October 31, 1988 


If I'd had this kind of a supporting cast, I 
never would have left Hollywood. [Laugh- 
ter] Well, good morning. And today we cel- 
ebrate victory in the name of a right as old 
as the Union itself and as central to our 
Union as any: the right all Americans have 
to protect their property. We’re here to 
sign into law the Berne Convention Imple- 
mentation Act of 1988. It will enable the 
United States to adhere to the Berne con- 
vention for the protection of literary and 
artistic works. The Berne convention, which 
was originally concluded in 1886 and ap- 
proved by our Senate earlier this month, 
provides for the protection of copyrighted 
works from international pirates who make 
their living by stealing and then selling the 
creative accomplishments of others. 


With 77 countries as members, including 
most of our trading partners, the Berne 
convention features the highest internation- 
ally recognized standards for the protection 
of works of authorship. Our membership 
will automatically grant the United States 
copyright relations with 24 new countries 
and will secure the highest available level 
of international copyright protection for 
U.S. artists, authors, and copyright holders. 
This is especially significant because Ameri- 
can works protected by copyright—books, 
recordings, movies, computer software 
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prominent among them—have been at risk 
because of differences between U.S. law 
and the Berne convention. 

The cost to Americans has been substan- 
tial not only in terms of the violation of the 
property rights of Americans but in terms 
of our trade balance as well. We’ve been 
running a trade surplus of over $1 billion 
annually in copyrighted goods, and it would 
have been much larger had it not been for 
the pirating of American copyright work. In 
1986 alone, the entertainment industry may 
have lost more than $2 billion in potential 
revenue, and our computer and software 
industries more than $4 billion in potential 
revenue. That’s why adherence to the 
Berne convention has been such an impor- 
tant goal of the administration and why this 
occasion marks a watershed for us. 


As Ambassador Clayton Yeutter has said, 
joining the Berne convention will also boost 
U.S. efforts to strengthen intellectual prop- 
erty protection in multilateral negotiations. 
In 1986 we succeeded in placing the issue 
on the agenda of the Uruguay round of 
multilateral trade negotiations and commit- 
ted the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade to address the relationship between 
trade and intellectual property rights. 
When trade ministers meet in Montreal in 
December for the midterm review of the 
Uruguay round, they must direct negotia- 
tors to commence substantive negotiations. 


Officials in our administration worked 
closely with many key Members of Con- 
gress, such as Senator Pete Wilson and Con- 
gressman Carlos Moorhead, to get this bill 
passed in Congress. And we must also re- 
member our good friend and former Secre- 
tary of Commerce, the late Malcolm Bal- 
drige, who led the charge on this legisla- 
tion. 


And now, with great pleasure and great 
pride, I will sign the Berne Convention Im- 
plementation Act into law. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, CA. H.R. 4262, 
approved October 31, was assigned Public 
Law No. 100-568. 
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Informal Exchange With Reporters 
October 31, 1988 


Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, hostage Terry Anderson 
says that on several occasions, sir, the U.S. 
Government quashed a release of the hos- 
tages as they were about to be let out. 

The President. That is absolutely not true, 
but let me point something out. Terry An- 
derson in that terrible confinement at the 
hands of those barbarians—any information 
he has, has to have come from them. There 
is no contact with the outside world. We’ve 
been doing everything we can do in the 
interest of our hostages, and the very 
simple answer to that is for those people to 
let them go. And we're going to continue 
our efforts until we get them back. But 
there’s never been any interference, nor 
have we ever been negotiating any more 
than we would with any other kind of kid- 
naper on a ransom type of basis. 

Q. Well, are they trying to influence the 
election, sir? 

The President. What? 

Q. Are they trying to influence the elec- 
tion, do you think? 

The President. You'd have to ask them. 
’'ve—{laughter|—I can’t fathom _ their 
minds. 

Q. Mr. President? Mr. President? 

The President. ——concerned about the 
whales. 

Q. Mr. President? 

The President. Wait a minute. Wait a 
minute. There’s—— 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Mr. President, Terry Anderson also 
says, Mr. President, that both you and 
George Bush dealt with the terrorists in 
Iran-contra and TWA. Was George Bush in- 
volved in any negotiations in those two inci- 
dents? 

The President. Nor was I, because we 
were never doing anything of that kind. 
When the covert operation—which was not 
with Iran or Iran’s Government but with 
people who were looking forward to a day 
when there could be a decent government 
in Iran—that we were talking to—and it 
had to be covert, or they would have been 
executed instantly. 
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Q. Was George Bush involved in the 
TWA hijacking talks, Mr. President? 

The President. George has been a part of 
everything that we’ve accomplished. I have 
always felt that a Vice President should be 
an executive vice president, as in a corpora- 
tion, and not somebody sitting over on the 
sidelines waiting for me to have a relapse. 
[Laughter] But he’s been a part of that, but 
in a constructive way, and that’s why he’s 
my choice in this coming election. 


Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Is that a yes then, Mr. President? Is 
that a yes then, Mr. President? 

Q. I'll out-shout you this time, Mick. Can 
you tell us, please, Mr. President, under 
what circumstances you assume the tape 
was made of Terry Anderson? Under what 
circumstances did he make that tape? 

The President. Well, there have been in- 
stances before in which we have seen on 
the tape and film of hostages, in various 
circumstances, some message; and some of 
them have been able in their reading to 
indicate to those who are familiar with 
them that they were reading something 
they were forced to read and it did not 
represent their thinking. So, you have to 
remember, these men are in the closest 
type of confinement by people that—as I 
said, the only way to describe them— 
they’re barbarians. And you have to recog- 
nize that no hostage is taking something 
upon himself. They’re telling him what to 
do. What was—— 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. You said that the Vice President was 
involved in all your decisions on the Iran- 
contra affair, which wound up in a scan- 
dal—— 

The President. Well, what ’'m—— 

Q. ——against your administration? 

The President. Well, there was no scan- 
dal. That scandal, Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], I’m afraid, has 
been artificially created by a media that I 
cannot understand, because the minute the 
news broke and the operation was exposed 
and we found out that there was more than 
the purchase price for the missiles that had 
been delivered—— 

Q. Shouldn’t you have known that when 
it happened from your White House? 


The President. But we didn’t know it. 
And I am still asking, after 10 months of a 
congressional investigation. I still don’t 
know who delivered the weapons and 
where the money came from. I’m—— 

Q. Why? Why is that possible? 


Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, what hope do you think 
there is now for winning the freedom of 
Terry Anderson and the other hostages who 
have been kidnaped? 

The President. 1'm not going to give up 
hope for any of our hostages that are held. 
That’s just too unthinkable. And as I say, we 
have kept every door open that we can, 
and the one thing we cannot do is negotiate 
with the kidnapers on a sort of ransom idea 
because that just encourages more kidnap- 
ing and more hostagetaking. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think 
about Terry’s remark that the United States 
cared more about saving the whales than 
saving the hostages? 

The President. 1 don’t think that was 
Terry speaking. I think he had a script that 
was given to him. When I was given a 
script I always read the lines. [Laughter] 


Note: The exchange began at 11:04 a.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles, CA. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Bill Authorizing the Refinancing of 
Certain Small Business Debentures 


October 31, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of S. 437, a 
bill “to authorize the refinancing of certain 
small business debentures, and for other 
purposes.” The bill would have short- 
changed American taxpayers by allowing 
certain borrowers to prepay their Federally 
guaranteed loans at reduced premiums. 

Under Section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958, the Small Business 
Administration may guarantee a particular 
type of bond, known as a debenture, issued 
by State and local development companies. 
The companies have sold these debentures 
to the Department of the Treasury’s Feder- 
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al Financing Bank and used the proceeds 
received to make loans to small business 
borrowers. 

The amendment made by Section 1 of S. 
437 would have permitted development 
companies to prepay their debentures held 
by the Bank at substantially reduced premi- 
ums and to finance the prepayments by is- 
suing new debentures fully guaranteed by 
the Government. Such an arrangement 
would in effect allow a borrower to change 
the borrowing terms to which it had previ- 
ously agreed any time it is financially favor- 
able to the borrower—and therefore unfa- 
vorable to the Bank and American taxpay- 
ers—to do so. Although prepayments under 
the amendments made by Section 1 of S. 
437 temporarily would have reduced the 
Federal deficit, in future years the deficit 
would have been substantially increased as 
the result of the borrowers’ avoidance of 
interest payments that would have been 
paid in the absence of prepayments. 

Under Section 303 of the Small Business 
Investment Act, the Small Business Admin- 
istration may purchase debentures issued by 
a small business investment company. The 
amendment made by Section 2 of S. 437 
authorizes adjustment in certain circum- 
stances of the interest rates on such deben- 
tures and provides that the face amount of 
the debenture with an adjusted interest 
rate will not be treated as new budget au- 
thority or new credit authority. This artifi- 
cial budget accounting rule conflicts with 
the Federal budget accounting practices of 
the Office of Management and Budget and 
the Congressional Budget Office. The result 
of this accounting sleight of hand would 
have been to understate the adverse impact 
of Section 2 of S. 437 on the Federal budget 
deficit. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 31, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 


pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. 
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Remarks at a Republican Presidential 
Campaign Rally in Fullerton, 
California 

November 1, 1988 


The President. You are living proof of 
something that I have said over and over 
again: Orange County is where the good 
Republicans go before they die. But, thank 
you, Dr. Cobb. And thank you for that great 
music, both here and outdoors. Let me say 
a special hello to Governor Deukmejian, 
Gabe Kaplan, Bob Naylor, Congressmen Bill 
Dannemeyer and Bob Dornan, and to two 
future Congressmen who have already 
given invaluable service to their country in 
helping to make our administration a suc- 
cess. I could always count on Chris Cox to 
push our agenda forward and to keep his 
sights on why we were in Washington. And 
what can I say about Dana Rohrabacher? 
Well, for 20 years he was at my side in 
every campaign. In Washington, every one 
of my fights was his fight. I’ve watched him 
grow from a boy to a man, and I’m proud of 
him. So, please, please give two great new 
Congressmen to America: Chris Cox and 
Dana Rohrabacher. And let me also say 
hello to a group I take a kind of personal 
interest in: the College Republican Club. 
But there’s also some others here I’ve no- 
ticed. You won’t mind if I recognize my 
fraters in Tau Kappa Epsilon, because I’m a 
TEEK. 

Somebody asked why I’ve come here 
today. Well, that’s easy. I like great teams 
and I couldn’t think of any greater one than 
the Titans. 

Now, before I go any further, I have a 
special message from my roommate. Please, 
for your families, for your friends, for your 
country, and most of all, for yourselves, just 
say no to drugs. 

You know, I watched a certain debate a 
couple of weeks ago. I don’t often feel sorry 
for liberals, but I came close. Now, he may 
have been surprised at George Bush’s 
strength, but you know something: I wasn’t. 
I’ve worked more closely with George Bush 
these two terms than with any other 
member of the administration. I have seen 
him keep a cool head in hot crises. I’ve seen 
his leadership and vision. I’ve given him 
some of the most sensitive and difficult 
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tasks that we’ve had, and he’s never let me 
or the country down. When you ask who 
led the fight to lift excessive regulations off 
of the shoulders of America’s economy or 
who reassured our allies about deployment 
of INF missiles and set the stage for the 
INF treaty or who ran the initial policy 
meetings that led to our rescue of Grenada, 
or when you ask which candidate for Presi- 
dent is on your side and America’s side: 
George Bush is that man. 

George Bush knows the importance of 
the values expressed in the Pledge of Alle- 
giance. He cares that the courts won’t allow 
children in public schools to open their day 
with a simple, silent, voluntary prayer. He 
believes that we must have judges on our 
courts who interpret the law and don’t try 
to legislate and who care not just about the 
rights of criminals but about those of the 
victims of crime. That’s why I want the 
next President of the United States to be 
George Bush. 

But as I listened to George Bush and his 
opponent debate, I couldn’t help thinking 
the problem with those fellows on the other 
side is not camera angles or lighting. It’s not 
whether their candidate is likable or not. 
No, it’s the very thing that they’ve spent 
this campaign trying desperately to hide. 
When our liberal friends refuse, until the 
last week of the campaign, even to whisper 
the “L” word and insist that this election is 
not about ideology, it’s about competence, 
they’re just acknowledging that where they 
want to take America, America doesn’t 
want to go. 

The American people always have a way 
of figuring out the facts. And that reminds 
me of a story. At my age, everything re- 
minds you of a story. This is a story that 
happens to be about one of our intelligence 
agencies in Washington. They had an agent, 
a spy, who was over in a little town in 
Ireland, and they had to make contact with 
him. And they called in another agent and 
told him he was to go there and contact this 
man. The man’s name would be Murphy. 
And he said, “Your recognition so that he’ll 
know who you are is that you say, ‘It’s a 
beautiful day today, but it’ll be a better one 
tomorrow.’” And then he was on his way. 
Well, he got to this little town, and he fig- 
ured the best place to start his search was 
in the pub. So, he went into the pub and up 


to the bar and said to the bartender, 
“Where would I find a man named 
Murphy?” And the bartender said, “If it’s 
Murphy the bootmaker you want, he’s in 
the second floor of the building across the 
street. And if it’s Murphy the farmer you 
want, he’s a half a mile down the road, the 
farm on the left.” “And,” he said, “my 
name is Murphy.” And the agent said, 
“Well, it’s a beautiful day today, but it’ll be 
better tomorrow.” And the bartender said, 
“Oh, it’s Murphy the spy you want.” 
[Laughter] 

Well, you know the facts, and so do the 
American people. Our liberal friends have 
spent the last 3 months trying to dress up 
their agenda in our clothes—and now in 
Harry Truman’s clothes or F.D.R.’s 
clothes—but somehow nothing fits. 

Audience members. We want Mike! We 
want Mike! We want Mike! 

The President. You see, his supporters 
can’t even find the right meeting. Well, 
now, when they say “opportunity,” they 
mean “subsidies.”” When they say “reducing 
the deficit,” they mean “raising the taxes.” 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. And when they say 
“strong defense,” they mean “cut defense 
spending.” You know, it’s no wonder their 
favorite machine is the snowblower. They 
talk about it being time for a change. Well, 
where have they been the last 8 years? We 
are the change. We began it 8 years ago. 
And the choice this year is to go forward 
with the change or to go back to the stag- 
nant status quo of the past. 

When George Bush and I took office, 
America was in the worst economic crisis 
since the Great Depression. High taxes and 
runaway regulations were driving America’s 
families to their knees, pounding them with 
a 1-2-3 combination of inflation, economic 
stagnation, and unemployment. We turned 
that around. Since our expansion began, we 
have created over 18 million new jobs. That 
is more new jobs than Europe and Japan 
combined. And overall, job for job, those 
jobs pay better than the jobs that existed 
before our expansion began. Today we’re in 
the longest peacetime economic expansion 
ever recorded. We’re exporting more than 
ever before in our history. And a greater 
proportion of our potential work force and 
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a greater number of Americans are at work 
today than ever before in the history of the 
United States of America. 

Let me explain that term “potential work 
force” to you. That is considered by the 
statisticians to be everyone in the United 
States, male and female, 16 years of age and 
up, all the way, including the retirees and 
all. Today 62.7 percent of that pool of 
Americans are employed. 

Think of what this means to you when 
you leave school. There’ll be jobs and op- 
portunities waiting for you. It’s a good time 
to begin a career and maybe get married to 
that special someone and start a family. Per- 
haps now or in a few years, you'll want to 
start your own business. Well, it’s a great 
time for that, too. Think of how lucky you 
are not to have graduated in the late seven- 
ties when things looked so different. Think 
of how lucky you are to be graduating in 
our country and not some other country. 

What you heard in a recent debate I’ve 
heard echoed in my talks with the leaders 
of many other nations: Today the United 
States of America is the envy of the world. 
Yes, we’ve come a long way in the last 8 
years, but, my friends, everything that you 
and I and George Bush have worked for in 
these last 8 years, everything, could be lost 
faster than you can say furlough. Now, our 
opponents say they’re in the tradition of 
F.D.R., Harry Truman, and John Kennedy, 
but from the economy to national defense, 
they’ve taken positions only a McGovern 
could love. They’re so far out in left field 
that not even Kirk Gibson could hit a ball 
that deep. And don’t be fooled, folks, 
George Bush’s opponent is no Harry 
Truman—— 

Audience members. We want Mike!. We 
want Mike! We want Mike! 

The President. ——and he’s no F.D.R. 
When the leadership of today’s Democratic 
Party took that party over, I was a Demo- 
crat, and a lot of you probably were. Well, 
we took the other party over, and it’s now 
the party of Harry Truman and F.D.R. 

Not long ago, former Defense and 
Energy Secretary James Schlesinger, who 
has served in both Democratic and Republi- 
can administrations, wrote that their ticket 
this year seems to be, in Secretary Schlesin- 
gers words, “viscerally antimilitary.” 
They’d cut the B-1 bomber, the mobile 
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MX, our strategic defense against ballistic 
missiles, and they would eliminate two car- 
rier battle groups from the Navy. In fact, 
what they plan for the Navy is so bad that 
when they get through Michael may have 
to row the boat ashore. 

Yes, it’s the same Carter-Mondale liberal 
agenda they’re pushing: less defense, more 
big government. For example, as part of 
their—— 

The Audience. We want Bush! We want 
Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. You know—— 

The Audience. We want Bush! We want 
Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. And you're going to have 
him. You know, if they’d shut up and listen, 
they’d learn where George was. You know, 
every time this happens, I wonder if some 
of the people who are doing that realize 
that maybe if they had their way about the 
government people wouldn’t be able to do 
what they’re doing. 

The Audience. Ronnie! Ronnie! Ronnie! 

The President. All right. Okay. Well, now, 
for that other party, and for an example of 
their so-called profamily agenda, they pro- 
pose Federal child care assistance. A little 
while ago, I told an audience that under 
this proposal if parents want assistance and 
they also want to leave their child with his 
or her grandmother the grandmother will 
have to be licensed by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Now, after I first said that, 
a reporter called one of the congressional 
staffers behind that bill and asked if it was 
true—that grandmothers would have to get 
Federal licenses to take care of their own 
grandchildren. And the reply came, Yes, of 
course, it’s true. After all—and here’s the 
quote—“How else can you design a pro- 
gram that receives Federal funds?” 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Licensing grandmothers— 
can you believe it? But doesn’t that tell all 
the difference between our two philoso- 
phiesP When they say “family,” they mean 
“Big Brother in Washington.” When we say 
“family,” we mean “honor thy father and 
mother.” 

Hearing all this, maybe it won’t surprise 
you that this year we have an opposition 
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candidate for President whose appointees to 
his State’s supreme court have been de- 
scribed, in the words of legal authorities 
who’ve studied their record, as “fervent 
proponents of the liberal social agenda com- 
mitted to imposing it through judicial 
decree.” They have opposed the death pen- 
alty and opposed mandatory sentences for 
drug dealers. They believe that directing 
teachers to lead classes in the Pledge of 
Allegiance is unconstitutional and have 
voted to strike down a ban on child pornog- 
raphy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, I’ve appointed very 
different Justices to the United States Su- 
preme Court, and so will George Bush. It’s 
just this simple: We Californians know that 
the U.S. Supreme Court must never come 
to resemble the California Supreme Court 
before the voters rose up and said, Enough. 
And in that, as in so many other battles, 
George Bush is on our side. That’s where 
George is. 

Now, George’s opponent says this is nega- 
tive campaigning. We don’t do negative 
campaigning. We tell them the truth, and 
they think it’s negative campaigning. 
You’ve heard that George’s opponent says 
he’s on your side. But you know better. 
Massachusetts has lost more than 90,000 
manufacturing jobs since 1984, the years 
that he has been in office—— 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. ——while the number of 
manufacturing jobs nationally grew. More 
manufacturing jobs nationally, manufactur- 
ing jobs lost in Massachusetts—would you 
tell me, and shout it loud and clear, who’s 
on your side, that fellow or George Bush? 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. 1 can see I’m speaking to a 
well-educated audience. Let’s try one more. 
The Federal deficit fell by more than $65 
billion between 1986 and 1988 while the 
top tax rate was cut from 50 percent to 28 
percent. Meanwhile, a certain New Eng- 
land State’s spending has risen 61.7 percent 
since George Bush’s opponent took office in 
1983, double the rate of increase in Federal 
spending—and the Bank of Boston forecasts 
a deficit for the State as high as $750 mil- 
lion for 1989, despite the enactment of 
$180 million in additional State taxes and 
fees. Lower tax rates, lower deficits nation- 


ally; higher taxes, bigger deficits in that 
State—tell me again even louder the one 
who’s on your side. Is it that other fellow or 
George Bush? 

The Audience. Bush! 

The President. Well, all right. Yes, George 
Bush is the one, and the only one, who’s on 
your side. And that’s not negative cam- 
paigning: That’s the truth. 

Now, our friends on the other side have 
promised that come January the Reagan era 
is over, and their era will be just beginning. 
Well, let me ask you something else, and 
again could you give me an answer loud 
enough so they can hear it all the way to 
Boston: Come January, do you want Wash- 
ington run by those whose only pledge of 
allegiance is to more government and more 
spending and who have never let the tax- 
payers’ dollars out on furlough? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Okay. Do you want our 
foreign policy in the hands of those who 
criticized our rescue mission in Grenada 
and our strike on Libya and who always, 
always blame America first? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. You just made my day. 
This election campaign is not over. And the 
only poll that means a thing is the one on 
Election Day. And that’s why it’s so impor- 
tant for you to vote. It’s disturbing to me 
that so many of America’s young people so 
far don’t show up at the polls to vote. With 
so many years ahead, you have a big stake 
in this election. Earlier this year, I had the 
privilege of doing something I never 
thought an American President would be 
able to do. There, in the Soviet Union, in 
the Lenin Hills, I spoke to students at 
Moscow State University; and my speech 
was about the glories of human individual 
freedom. Now, think of those students. 
Only if they’re lucky and rise high in the 
Communist Party wiil any one of them 
have influence on the course of history that 
each American has by just walking into the 
voting booth. 

So, let me ask you one or two more ques- 
tions. And I’m asking you for a commit- 
ment, so if you shout yes, be sure you mean 
it. This November, will you show up at the 
polls to vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 
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The President. Will you also—and this 
goes for even you who are too young to 
vote—get your friends to show up at the 
polls to vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you vote to elect Don 
Knabe and Curt Pringle to the State legisla- 
ture? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you vote to end 34 
years of liberal control of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and to elect Chris Cox and 
Dana Rohrbacher and reelect Bill Danne- 
meyer and Bob Dornan? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. You know, | said 34 years. 
I was being easy on you. Counting this year, 
58. For 58 years, the other party has con- 
trolled the House of Representatives. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Except for 2 years during 
Harry Truman, every Democratic President 
in more than half a century has had a 
Democratic Congress. Well, except for 2 
years in Ike’s term, every Republican Presi- 
dent but me has had a Democratic Con- 
gress. I was lucky enough to have for 6 
years a majority in the Senate. And that 
majority is what made it possible for us to 
bring about the recovery that we've 
brought about. So, vote to return Pete 
Wilson to the United States Senate. And of 
course, will you vote for George Bush? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. You just keep on making 
my day. 

Almost a quarter century ago, we Califor- 
nians began a crusade for a_ stronger, 
braver, freer land. We’ve fought side by 
side ever since. And Nancy and I have been 
grateful for all the support that we’ve re- 
ceived. Right now my theme song all over 
Washington is “California Here I Come.” 
And in January, I hope everyone here at 
home will open up those Golden Gates and 
welcome us back. But until then, you and I 
still have work to do. As Yogi Berra said: “It 
isn’t over ‘till it’s over.” And ours is one 
crusade that continues in full swing. So, if I 
could ask you one time: On Election Day, 
will you go out there and win one for the 
Gipper? 

The Audience. Yes! 
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The President. Thank you all very 
much—almost you all. Thank you, and God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. in 
the gymnasium at California State Univer- 
sity. He was introduced by Jewel Plummer 
Cobb, president of the university. In his re- 
marks, the President referred to actor Gabe 
Kaplan; Robert Naylor, chairman of the 
State Republican Party; and Kirk Gibson, a 
member of the Los Angeles Dodgers. 


Remarks at a Republican Party Rally in 
San Bernardino, California 


November 1, 1988 


The President. Thank you very much, 
George. You’ve been a great Governor, and 
this fall you’ve been a terrific quarterback 
for the Republican team. And Id like to 
add a special thank you to seven of the best 
darn high school bands in America. You did 
yourselves proud. 

Now, will you promise me you'll do all of 
America proud and just say no to drugs? 
[Applause] Well, now you just did me 
proud. 

I have a special hello to Frank Visco, 
David Dreier, Jerry Lewis, John Paul Stark, 
Tom Hallock, and a big American hello to a 
great patriot and a very funny guy, Yakov 
Smirnoff. I see I’ve even got some fraterni- 
ty brothers in the crowd. [Applause] T-K-E, 
yes. 

It’s great to be here in California, because 
you know, there’s no place like home. As 
my time draws to a close in Washington, 
people in the White House are always 
asking me, “Mr. President, why are you 
humming that old song?” Well, I tell them, 
I just can’t get the words out of my mind. 
Yes, when January the 20th rolls around, 
I’m going to be asking every one of you to 
open up that Golden Gate, ’cause, Califor- 
nia, here I come. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. Thank you. But you know, 
I'll feel just fine about leaving Washington 
because nobody knows better than I do just 
how capable are those two hands I expect 
will be taking the wheel come the 20th of 
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January. I can’t think of a man alive today 
who’s more prepared to take a hold of 
America’s gearshift, rev up America’s 
engine, and then downshift into America’s 
future than my good friend and valued col- 
league, George Bush. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. All right. I’m here today, 
though, to talk to you about the great Re- 
publican ticket from the White House to 
the statehouse and make sure everybody 
who shares our hopes for the future turns 
out to vote on November 8th. We need 
people in the Senate who will work for a 
thriving economy, a strong national de- 
fense, and the preservation of our family 
values; and that means reelecting one of 
America’s very best Senators, California’s 
own, Pete Wilson. We need people in the 
House who will work for a strong national 
defense. The Democratic Congressman 
from this area is a man who has bragged 
openly about opposing more military fund- 
ing than any Congressman in history. And 
he’s been in Washington for 24 long, liberal 
years. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Now, I want to ask you all 
a question: Is that the kind of thing the 
good people of San Bernardino believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. 1 didn’t think so. No, San 
Bernardino needs a Congressman who'll do 
his constituents credit, a man who under- 
stands that his country needs to stand tall 
and fight for freedom. Well, there’s only 
one guy in this race who'll do that, and if 
you will agree with me, he’s going to be the 
next Congressman from the 36th District: 
John Paul Stark. 

Now, the liberals are saying they’re on 
our side. Well, I remember the last time 
they were—said on our time, in 1980. And 
when that happened, all of America told 
them loud and clear: Get off our back! 

We’ve been slashing tax rates and liberat- 
ing the American economy from the confis- 
cation of the “malaise” years. When we 
came into office, families everywhere were 
reeling from tax rates that were draining 
this nation’s initiative. Well, we took that 
money out of the grasping hands of the 
Washington bureaucrats and put it back in 
the wallets of the people from whom they’d 
confiscated it in the first place: the working 


men and women of America. Since our ex- 
pansion began, we’ve created more than 18 
million new jobs. We reduced the unem- 
ployment rate to nearly the lowest it’s been 
in 14 years. And today a greater proportion 
of what is called our potential work force— 
that means everybody, male and female, 
from the age of 16 and up, including all 
students and retirees—yes, a greater pro- 
portion of that work force, 62.7 percent, is 
employed today. That’s more than ever 
before in the history of the United States. 

Now, we didn’t do all that. No, my 
friends, you did it—you and every hard- 
working man and woman in this country. 
What George and Pete and John Paul and 
every Republican understands is _ that 
there’s no greater force for change, no 
greater engine for progress, than the Amer- 
ican people. We just turned you loose and 
got out of your way. We cleared away the 
wrecks the liberals left behind, waved the 
green flag, fired the starter pistol, and 
watched you go to the races. 

We also went to work on our nation’s 
defenses. We’re once again respected in the 
world. Our Armed Forces are strong, and 
America is at peace. 

Audience members. We love you, Reagan! 

The President. We and our NATO allies 
stood firm in the face of Soviet missiles 
pointing at the heart’s blood of Europe and 
Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got the message. 
He did business because he knew we meant 
business. And, my friends, we still mean 
business. 

None of our triumphs—no, not one— 
would have happened if our opponents had 
had their way. There would have been no 
INF treaty or rollback in Afghanistan or 
democratic revolutions around the globe. 
They opposed rebuilding our military de- 
fenses, and even today they want to cancel 
and eliminate two supercarrier task forces 
from the Navy. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. In fact, what they’ve 
planned for the Navy is so bad that by the 
time they get through, well, Michael may 
have to row the boat ashore. Yes, if they did 
half of what they threaten to do to our 
defenses, we’d all be in the tank. [The 
President referred to a campaign event in 
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which Michael Dukakis rode in a tank.] 
[Laughter] 

Just listen to what they said no to. They 
opposed the liberation of Grenada. They 
opposed the blow we struck against terror- 
ist Libya. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. They oppose our policy of 
helping freedom fighters advance the cause 
of liberty around the world. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Well, George Bush and I 
did all these things, and I tell you proudly 
right now: We’d both do every single one of 
them over again. 

Of all the changes we’ve made, the one I 
may be happiest about is this: Our young 
men and women are once again proud to 
wear their country’s uniform. And because 
of them, over these past 8 years, not 1 inch 
on this good Earth has fallen to the Com- 
munists. 

Now, another area where we differ is our 
understanding of the Constitution. We’ve 
appointed serious-minded judges who re- 
spect the Constitution and know the mean- 
ing of the word “punishment.” Their judi- 
cial nominees—in the State of Massachu- 
setts and in the State of California—have 
been, you might say, for the birds. Are 
those the kinds of judges we want on the 
United States Supreme Court? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Well, this is very impor- 
tant because, unlike the State of California, 
the Constitution does not give American 
citizens the opportunity to vote Supreme 
Court Justices out of office. And I don’t 
think America wants our highest court to 
look the way the California court did before 
the people of this great State rose up and 
said, No more, no way, no how. 

California learned that when judges don’t 
do their jobs right criminals feel like they 
can run rampant. Well, violent crime has 
fallen significantly in this country since 
1981 because we put criminals on notice: 
Make one false move, and the next sound 
you hear is the clang of a jail cell door 
slamming shut. My friends, we believe 
there are no citizens more precious than 
the men and women who guard us: our 
State and local police. And George Bush 
and I stand united behind them. We must 
protect them from those vicious killers. 
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Now, the other fellow opposes the death 
penalty. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. But as for us, we believe 
with all the conviction we have that a crack 
dealer with a machinegun who murders a 
police officer in the line of duty should re- 
ceive the death sentence. 

Now, our opponents have just said they’re 
in the tradition of F.D.R., Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt; J.F.K.; and Harry Truman. But 
the truth is, they’re so far out in left field, 
even Kirk Gibson couldn’t hit a ball that 
deep. Folks, George’s opponent is no Harry 
Truman, and he’s no F.D.R. 

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, when our lib- 
eral friends run from their own agenda, 
they’re just acknowledging that where they 
want to take America, America doesn’t 
want to go. "Cause as Huckleberry Finn 
might have said, We been there already. 
[Laughter] Now, I promise you: We won’t 
take you back there. And I warn you: They 
will 


All that we’ve achieved, everything, can 
be undone faster than you can say Pledge of 
Allegiance if our liberal friends are success- 
ful. Remember how my successor here in 
California undid so many of our accomplish- 
ments before George Deukmejian rode him 
out on a rail? We don’t want that to happen 
again this year. And remember what hap- 
pened after the 1980 census, when a Demo- 
cratic Congressman redesigned California 
and thwarted the will of the people by ger- 
rymandering the State into a map that 
looked like a piece of shattered glass? 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. We actually had more 
votes for Republican Congressmen than 
they had, but they elected more Democrat- 
ic Congressmen because of the way they 
have divided up this State in their gerry- 
mandering. We don’t want that to happen 
again this year, and that means voting for a 
great slate of Republican candidates at the 
State and local levels, like Paul Woodruff 
and Bill Leonard, David Masters and Brian 
Carroll. 

We’ve got to do all we can to get our 
message out. We must guard against com- 
placency and overconfidence. This election 
isn’t over yet, not by a long shot. And as 
Winston Churchill once said: “We must 
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wage war until victory is won.” Remember, 
it takes the President and Congress working 
together to move America forward. So, if 
we have to ride two horses at once, 
shouldn’t they both be headed in the same 
direction? [Applause] 

Well, now let me take a little opinion poll 
of my own. Will you make sure to turn out 
for the Republican ticket on November 
8th? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you give our next 
President the Senate he needs by voting for 
Pete Wilson on November 8th? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you give the next 
President the Congress he needs and the 
Congressman you deserve by casting your 
ballot for John Paul Stark on November 
8th? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you vote to reelect 
David Dreier and Jerry Lewis on Novem- 
ber 8th? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. And will you give Califor- 
nia a bright future of economic opportunity 
and family values by voting for Bill Leon- 
ard, Paul Woodruff, David Masters, and 
Brian Carroll? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. You just made my day. 

Ladies and gentlemen, America needs 
the strength, the vision, and the true grit of 
George Bush and Pete Wilson. And with 
your help and God’s grace, we'll all have 
cause to cheer just one week from today. As 
we head into the final lap, it’s time to push 
the pedal to the metal and shift into over- 
drive. You know, some people are saying 
it’s time for a change. Well, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, we are the change. The change 
began 8 years ago. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. You made my day again. 
So, now, my fellow Californians, I want to 
ask you to do me one small favor: Will you 
go out there and win one for the Gipper? 
[Applause] 

Thank you all very much, and God bless 
you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. at 
the National Orange Show Stadium. He was 
introduced by Gov. George Deukmejian. In 


his remarks, the President referred to Frank 
Visco, vice chairman of the State Republi- 
can Party; entertainer Thomas Hallock; co- 
median Yakov Smirnoff; and Kirk Gibson, 
a member of the Los Angeles Dodgers. 


Remarks at a Campaign Rally for 
Senator Chic Hecht in Reno, Nevada 
November 1, 1988 


Thank you, Chic, and also Gail, who’s 
with us here today. And I, too, would like to 
add my thanks and appreciation for the 
Elko High School Indian Band. And my 
good friend Paul Laxalt and Congresswom- 
an Barbara Vucanovich, thank you all very 
much. It’s great to be back in Reno, 
Nevada. 

Well, today I’ve come here for a very 
special reason: because I want to talk to you 
about a friend of mine, a great Senator 
from Nevada, Chic Hecht. Now, like Chic, 
I’ve had a career of being underestimated. 
It started a number of years back. I was 
under contract to Warner Brothers Studio 
in Hollywood when it was announced that I 
was running for Governor. And somebody 
told Jack Warner about that. And Jack 
thought just a moment, and then he said, 
“No, uh-uh. Jimmy Stewart for Governor. 
Ronald Reagan for best friend.” [Laughter] 
But Chic Hecht is a scrapper. The people 
who bet against him in 1982 should have 
learned their lesson. If anyone is so foolish 
as to be betting against him this year, I’ve 
got a piece of advice: Try your luck in the 
casinos. The odds are better. [Laughter] 

Reno, of course, is known for its great 
shows: the lights, the costumes, the head- 
line entertainers. That’s sort of like the 
United States Congress. [Laughter] But in 
the Congress, they have an old and wise 
saying: There are two types of Senators— 
showhorses and workhorses. Chic Hecht is 
not a showhorse; he’s a workhorse. He gets 
the job done for the people of Nevada. Chic 
doesn’t grab headlines; he doesn’t showboat. 
Chic’s the kind of Senator who doesn’t 
make a lot of noise. He just gets things done 
for his State. He works hard. He’s effective. 
And he has the respect of his colleagues and 
the admiration of the President and Vice 
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President of the United States. And both of 
us sure want to have him in the Senate next 
year. I think George Bush wants him there 
even more than I do because George is 
going to need Chic’s help. 

But I feel a special friendship for Chic. 
You see, we began working side by side 
long before he went to Washington. He 
joined with me in three Presidential cam- 
paigns, spanning two decades to bring our 
conservative principles to Washington, DC, 
that puzzle palace on the Potomac. You 


know, I think it’s important for one of us, 


either me or Chic, to be in Washington 


next year. And it has to be Chic. You see, 


we flipped a coin, and he lost. [Laughter] 

But through three Congresses, Chic and I 
have worked together, fighting special in- 
terest to cut taxes on America’s working 
people. We backed strong measures like 
Gramm-Rudman to put a collar on congres- 
sional spending. We worked for a strategic 
defense against ballistic missiles, for judges 
and Justices who would respect the Consti- 
tution and get tough on criminals, for a 
strong national defense, and to support 
brave freedom fighters in our hemisphere 
and around the world. And if that’s what 
you believe in, too, I think Chic Hecht has 
earned 6 more years. Don’t you? [Applause] 

On the Nevada ballot this year, there will 
be two Democratic Governors who want to 
go to Washington, one from this State and 
the other from a certain State in New Eng- 
land. [Laughter] I'd say they’re tax-and- 
spend twins. Both are big spenders, and 
both have raised taxes more than any other 
Governor in their States’ histories. I have to 
tell you what a big mistake it would be for 
Nevada to send a jet set, tax-and-spend lib- 
eral to Washington. This would be like 
sending the fox to guard the chicken coop. 
[Laughter] 

You know, up until Sunday, the opposi- 
tion objected to being called liberal not be- 
cause it was false but because it was true. 
But now they’ve come clean, and they 
admit it: They’re liberals. Of course, the lib- 
erals now are saying that they’re on your 
side. I guess they think that that will make 
it easier for them to reach their hand 
around and put it in your pocket. [Laugh- 
ter] But if you care about fiscal responsibil- 
ity—that means keeping the politicians 
from stealing your wallet—here is all you 
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need to do on Election Day: Step into the 
voting booth, put your hand on the lever, 
and say right out loud, Read my lips: No 
new taxes. Of course, on Election Day, I 
don’t think that’s what the Governor of this 
State plans to do. I think he’s going to vote 
for a liberal Governor from New England. 
Doesn’t that tell you something about how 
he would vote in Washington, and doesn’t 
that tell you something about who you 
ought to vote for for the Senate? 

Yes, the bottom line in this election is 
that Chic Hecht is a strong conservative, 
and unlike his opponent, he will never have 
to take orders from the liberal leadership of 
the other party. And that makes a differ- 
ence not just on taxes and national security 
but also when it comes to confirming judges 
and fighting crime, two issues where the 
liberal leadership in Congress has gone so 
far left that today voting against them has 
become a matter of self-defense. I can tell 
you that the reason violent crime has fallen 
sharply since 1981 is because we put crimi- 
nals on notice. We said: Make a false move, 
and the next sound you hear is the clang of 
a jail cell door slamming shut. Yes, if you 
ask Chic or me, there are no citizens more 
precious than the men and women who 
guard us: our State and local police. Chic 
and I believe that when a drug dealer mur- 
ders a policeman in cold blood that kind of 
killer deserves and should receive the death 
sentence. But the liberal leadership opposes 
capital punishment and _ tough-minded 
judges. The liberals oppose voluntary 
prayer in school, but favor tax hikes, gun 
control, and a week-kneed defense policy 
that only a McGovern could love. [Laugh- 
ter] Their views could only be described by 
the dreaded “L” word: liberal, liberal, liber- 
al. 

So, let me ask you to do something, and I 
want to hear your answer: Will you promise 
me that on November 8th you'll go to the 
polls and from top to bottom, and especially 
for Chic Hecht, you'll give your support to 
our Republican candidates? [Applause] And 
you know, on Election Day, thanks to Chic 
Hecht, when you go to the polls, you won't 
have to crawl there. You'll be able to drive 
there, as he said, at 65 miles per hour. 

Now, from top to bottom, from President 
to Congress to local office, especially here 
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in Nevada, this is what is at stake. This elec- 
tion year is a referendum on liberalism. But 
the opposition, even after finally admitting 
their liberalism, is still trying to deny that 
they’ve left the mainstream behind and 
now belong to the party of McGovern and 
Mondale. That’s the type of liberals they 
are. No, the fact is, today if you want Amer- 
ica to be what F.D.R., Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt, called a great arsenal of democracy; 
if, like Harry Truman, you want to continue 
to help those resisting communism; if you 
believe in lowering tax rates like John F. 
Kennedy did, and in the traditional values 
that you grew up with; then you should 
vote for our Republican ticket because 
that’s what we believe in and the self-pro- 
claimed liberals don’t. 

Yes, the choice before the American 
people this year is just as clear as it was in 
past elections when I stood before you: a 
choice between, on the one hand, liberal 
policies of tax and spend; economic stagna- 
tion; international weakness, accommoda- 
tion, and always, always “blame America 
first”; and, on the other hand, what we be- 
lieve—the policies of limited government, 
economic growth, individual opportunity, a 
strong defense, firmness with the Soviets, 
and always, always “I pledge allegiance to 
the flag of the United States of America.” 

Back when I took office, America was in 
the worst economic crisis since the Great 
Depression. But today America is in the 
longest peacetime expansion ever recorded 
and, as you've been told, going on now 72 
months. We’ve cut taxes, slashed inflation 
by two-thirds, and sliced interest rates in 
half. Since the economic recovery began, 
we’ve created over 18 million new jobs— 
good jobs, more than three-quarters of 
them the kind that pay $20,000 a year and 
up. And the unemployment rate in Reno 
has been cut nearly in half. And Statewide, 
real personal income is up by over 30 per- 
cent. Today in America, a greater propor- 
tion of our potential work force is employed 
than ever before in the history of the 
United States. Now, I’m not just looking at 
the unemployment rate. That is because 
there are always people between jobs and 
newcomers coming into the job market. But 
that potential employment pool—that is 
considered to be, and hear this, everyone in 
the United States from 16 years of age and 


up, all the way, including the retirees and 
so forth—that is considered to be the poten- 
tial employment pool. Well, today 62.7 per- 
cent of that group of citizens are employed 
in jobs in this country. 

The Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 

The President. Thank you. Of course, the 
self-proclaimed liberals still don’t under- 
stand how we were able to get rid of their 
economic crisis, their “malaise,” their infla- 
tion, and their gas lines. So, in this cam- 
paign they’re treating good times as if 
they’re a given, as if it just happens. Well, 
their message is: You can take prosperity 
for granted. It’s time for a change, so take a 
chance on us. Well, that’s sort of like some- 
one telling you that you’ve stored up all the 
cold beer you could want, so now it’s time 
to unplug the refrigerator. [Laughter] But 
whether it’s a well-stocked refrigerator or 
our economic policies, you can’t unplug 
what’s working and expect things to stay 
the same. 

And with the work and the support of 
Chic Hecht, a key member of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee—a man who, in 
fact, served his country as an intelligence 
agent—our country is once again respected 
in the world. Our Armed Forces are strong, 
and America is at peace. And we and our 
NATO allies stood firm in the face of Soviet 
missiles pointing at the heart of Europe and 
Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got the message. 
He did business because we meant business. 
And we still mean business. 

Now, one of the most important ways to 
show that we still mean business is to re- 
elect strong, conservative Republicans to 
the Congress, people like Chic Hecht and 
Barbara Vucanovich, and to elect good Re- 
publican challengers like Lucille Lusk down 
in Las Vegas. I’m asking you on Election 
Day to send a message that will literally be 
heard around the world. 

The fact is, if the liberals had had their 
way, there would have been no INF treaty 
or rollback in Afghanistan or democratic tri- 
umphs around the globe. They opposed re- 
building our military defenses. They op- 
posed the deployment of the missiles in 
Europe to counter the Soviet threat. They 
opposed the liberation of Grenada. They 
opposed the raid on terrorist Libya. They 
oppose our policy of helping freedom fight- 
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ers fight communism and advance the 
cause of liberty around the world. But Chic 
has advanced our cause every step of the 
way, and that’s one of the reasons I can tell 
you today that in the past 8 years we 
haven’t lost 1 square inch of ground to com- 
munism and, in fact, have returned one 
small country, Grenada, to freedom. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, those are the 
stakes this year—high stakes. But this one is 
not going to be determined by a spin of the 
wheel or a cut of the cards. This one is up 
to you. On November 8th, you can help 
Nevada and help America hit the jackpot 
by sending Chic Hecht back to the United 
States Senate. This election is about what 
type of Senator Nevada will have and what 
type of Congress the next President will 
have. Some people say that it’s time for a 
change. Well, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
the change. It began when you sent us to 
Washington 8 years ago. And now it’s up to 
you to keep that change alive by reelecting 
Chic Hecht. 

And we’ve come much too far to turn 
back. So, if you would, I hope you'll just 
help win just one more for the Gipper. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart, 
and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. on 
the North Ramp at Reno-Cannon Interna- 
tional Airport. In his opening remarks, the 
President referred to Mrs. Gail K. Hecht 
and former Senator Paul Laxalt. 


Statement on Signing the Medical 
Waste Tracking Act of 1988 


November 2, 1988 


Today I am signing H.R. 3515, the “Medi- 
cal Waste Tracking Act of 1988.” This bill is 
an important step forward in the protection 
of our environment and public health be- 
cause it will ensure that those who gener- 
ate, handle, or dispose of medical waste are 
accountable, and it will encourage proper 
handling and disposal of such potentially 
dangerous waste. I am also pleased to sign 
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this bill into law because it contains the 
explicit law enforcement authority for the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
which this Administration actively sought. 

The enforcement provisions of this Act, 
however, must be read to respect the Presi- 
dent’s authority under Article II of the Con- 
stitution to direct his subordinates where 
necessary to resolve internal Executive 
branch disputes. Accordingly, I understand 
the provision in section 11006, which allows 
the President to exempt a Federal facility 
upon a determination that it is in the “para- 
mount” interest of the United States, to 
complement his constitutional authority to 
require that administrative orders issued to 
Executive agencies under section 11005 
have the concurrence of the President or 
his delegate. 

In addition, the Attorney General may 
not authorize the EPA Administrator to 
bring a civil law suit against another Execu- 
tive branch agency because all Executive 
agencies, including EPA, are accountable to 
the President. Such a law suit would not 
constitute a “case or controversy” for a 
court to resolve under Article III of the 
Constitution. 

Section 11006 is objectionable because it 
permits State courts to exercise jurisdiction 
over Federal agencies. Although this grant 
of jurisdiction will in all likelihood be in- 
voked only on rare occasions, and Federal 
defendants may remove an action to Feder- 
al court, this provision is unwise and may 
lead to unnecessary litigation. 

I have also been advised that section 
11007 of this bill, which authorizes States to 
take enforcement actions against any 
person “to the same extent as the Adminis- 
trator,” may raise serious constitutional 
problems. To the extent that Congress pro- 
vided for States to prosecute crimes or exer- 
cise other executive branch authority, it 
could be inconsistent with the Appoint- 
ments Clause of the Constitution. 

Finally, section 11010(b) providing for ex- 
emption of the Act’s implementing regula- 
tions from the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1980 is inappropriate. The Paperwork Re- 
duction Act affords the public an important 
opportunity for comment and protects citi- 
zens and businesses from overly burden- 
some reporting requirements. I urge that 
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such exemptions not be enacted in the 
future. 
Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 1, 1988. 


Note: H.R. 3515, approved November 1, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-582. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Brunch for 
Senatorial Candidate Susan Engeleiter 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

November 2, 1988 


Thank you all very much, and thank you, 
Susan. And before I start, let me say a spe- 
cial thank you to Steve King; Don Stitt; 
Mike Grebe; a great Governor, Tommy 
Thompson; and a great United States Sena- 
tcr, Bob Kasten. 

I’m here today to ask everyone in Wis- 
consin who plans to vote for George Bush 
and against far-out liberalism in the White 
House to also vote against far-out liberalism 
in the Congress and to make sure that the 
next United States Senator from Wisconsin 
is Susan Engeleiter. Susan represents every- 
thing that for more than a century has 
made Wisconsin a model for the Nation. In 
fact, the Republican National Committee 
named her one of the 10 best legislators in 
America, and my guess is she’s in the run- 
ning for the number one slot. And it’s not 
just her own national party that praises her. 
USA Today said she was “one of the people 
to watch for 1988.” And even Charles 
Kuralt on CBS News—and I don’t very 
often find reason to quote CBS News— 
[laughter|—but I will now—said that, “By 
any standards, she is incredibly well-quali- 
fied.” Yes, it’s true what they say. Susan 
Engeleiter is a Wisconsin original. But she’s 
more than merely qualified on one critical 
issue after another. She stands with George 
Bush, and her opponent stands with a cer- 
tain liberal tank driver. [Laughter] Here in 
Wisconsin, Susan has fought for lower taxes, 
including for keeping the capital gains tax 
low. Her opponent believes taxes should be 
raised. 

Let me pause here and say a word about 
a lower capital gains tax, an idea that a 
certain liberal has been trashing lately. In 


1978, against cries like that, Wisconsin’s late 
Congressman Bill Steiger guided a cut in 
the capital gains tax into law. He won more 
cuts 3 years later. What happened? In 1983 
the venture capital raised in America had 
skyrocketed to 100 times what it had aver- 
aged over the 5 years just prior to the 1978 
cut. Not everyone from Massachusetts may 
grasp what that means. But a few years ago, 
a retiring liberal Senator from that State 
said that, like the Governor, he had op- 
posed cutting the capital gains tax and 
voted against it, but that it—and here are 
his words—“did more for the economy of 
my State than anything I did” in Congress. 
Yes, a lower capital gains tax means more 
good jobs at good wages. Maybe it takes 
retirement to put sense into liberals. 
[Laughter] 

Now, Susan has been a leader in the fight 
against crime, and in particular against 
drugs. She led in reforming welfare, and 
the Nation has in many ways followed her. 
And she’s for a strong defense. Meanwhile, 
both her opponent and the head of that 
ticket are tax-and-spend, antidefense liber- 
als. Now, they’d be the worst thing for 
America’s defenses since Pearl Harbor. To- 
gether, they’re a textbook example of why 
the liberals are cruisin’ for a bruisin’ from 
the American people this year. 

The problem with the other side is not 
camera angles or lighting. It’s not whether 
their candidates are likable or not. No, it’s 
the very thing that they’ve spent this cam- 
paign trying desperately to hide. When our 
liberal friends refuse, until the last week of 
the campaign, even to whisper the “L” 
word and insist that this election is not 
about ideology, it’s about competence, 
they’re just acknowledging that where they 
want to take America, America doesn’t 
want to go. 

But, my friends, we’re making some 
progress. After all of these months and all of 
this time, George’s opponent has finally 
come out of the closet. He has finally em- 
braced the “L” word. He has confirmed 
that the American people—or what the 
American people have known all along: 
He’s liberal, liberal, liberal. And come next 
week, the American public will say no to 
the Massachusetts liberal who preaches 
higher taxes, big spending, and a weak de- 
fense. 
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Yes, the American people always have a 
way of figuring out the facts. It reminds me 
of a story. At my age, everything reminds 
you of a story. [Laughter] This one has to 
do with an agent in one of our central intel- 
ligence agencies, or services. And they 
called him in and told him that he was to 
contact another agent who was in a small 
town in Ireland. And the man’s name was 
Murphy. But he was to identify himself and 
make contact when he met him by saying, 
“Tis a beautiful day today, but it’ll be better 


tomorrow.” So, over to Ireland he goes, into 


this little town, and figures the pub is a 
good place to start. So, he hoists himself up 
to the bar. and says to the bartender, 
“Where would I find Murphy?” And the 
bartender said, “Well, if it’s Murphy the 
bootmaker you want, he’s in the second 
floor of the building across the street. And 
if it’s Murphy the farmer you want, he’s a 
half a mile down the road in the farm on 
the left.. And my name is Murphy.” And he 
said, “Well, it’s a beautiful day today, but it 
will be better tomorrow.” “Oh,” he says, 
“it’s Murphy the spy you want.” [Laughter] 

Well, you know the facts, and so do the 
American people. Our liberal friends have 
spent the last several months trying to dress 
up their agenda in our clothes—and now in 
Harry Truman’s clothes or F.D.R.’s 
clothes—but somehow nothing fits. [Laugh- 
ter] When they say “opportunity,” they 
mean “subsidies.” When they say “reducing 
the deficit,” they mean “raising taxes.” 
When they say “strong defense,” they mean 
“cut defense spending.” No‘ wonder their 
favorite machine is the snowblower. 
[Laughter] They talk about it being time for 
a change. Well, where have they been the 
last 8 years? We are the change. We began 
it 8 years ago. And-the choice this year is go 
forward with the change or go back to the 
stagnant status quo of the past. 

- When we took office, America was in the 
worst economic crisis since the Great De- 
pression. High taxes and runaway infla- 
tion—or regulations, I should say, had 
driven our economy to its knees with a l- 
2-3 combination of inflation, economic stag- 
nation, and unemployment. We turned that 
around. Since our expansion began, we’ve 
created 18 millions new jobs. That’s more 
new jobs than Europe and Japan combined. 
And today we’re in the longest peacetime 
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economic expansion ever recorded. We’re 
exporting more than ever before in our his- 
tory. And more Americans are at work 
today than ever before in the history of the 
United States. And just yesterday the Mil- 
waukee Sentinel reported that your city has 
its lowest unemployment rate in more than 
a decade. Now, that’s a record to be proud 
of. Think of what reducing mortgage rates 
by over a third, as we have, means to fami- 
lies seeking to buy a new home. 

Think of what cutting inflation to a third 
of what it was medns to families who are 
seeking to protect their life savings. And 
think of what our tax reduction program 
has meant to families, most of whom now 
pay a top rate of 15 percent. Yes, what you 
heard in a recent debate, I’ve heard echoed 
in my talks with the leaders of many na- 
tions: Today the United States of America is 
the envy of the world. 

We’ve come a long way in the last 8 
years, but, my friends, everything that 
we’ve worked for these last 8 years, every- 
thing, could be lost faster than you can say 
the Pledge of Allegiance. [Laughter]. Our 
opponents say they’re in the tradition of 
F.D.R. and Harry Truman, but from the 
economy to national defense, they’ve taken 
positions that only a McGovern could love. 
[Laughter] No, they’re not Truman, and 
they’re not Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

We’ve achieved arms agreements with 
the Soviets and a new warmth in relations 
not through weakness but through our 
policy of peace through strength. You'd 
think our liberal friends would have learned 
from that. But not long ago former Defense 
Secretary James Forrestal—or Schlesinger, I 
should say, wrote that their ticket this year 
seems to be, in Secretary Schlesinger’s 
words, “viscerally antimilitary.” They would 
cut the B-1 bomber, the MX missile, our 
strategic defense against ballistic missiles; 
and two supercarrier battle groups would 
be eliminated from our Navy. In fact, what 
they plan for the Navy is so bad that by the 
time they get through Michael may have to 
row the boat ashore—[/aughter|—that is, if 
Herb doesn’t sink it first. [Laughter] 

Yes, it’s the same Carter-Mondale liberal 
agenda they’re pushing: less defense and 
more big government. For example, as a 
part of their ‘so-called profamily agenda, 
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they support Federal child care assistance. 
Now, a little while ago, I told an audience 
that under this proposal, their proposal, if 
parents want assistance and they also want 
to leave their child with his or her grand- 
mother the grandmother will have to be 
licensed by the Federal Government. After 
I spoke, a reporter called one of the con- 
gressional staffers behind that bill and asked 
if it was true—that grandmothers would 
have to get Federal licenses to take care of 
their own grandchildren. And the reply 
came, Yes, of course, it’s true. After .all— 
and here’s the quote—“How else can you 
design a program that receives Federal 
funds?” Licensing grandmothers—can. you 
believe it? [Laughter] But doesn’t that tell 
all the difference between our philosophies? 
When they say “family,” they mean “Big 
Brother in Washington.” When we say 
“family,” we mean “honor thy father and 
mother.” 

And look at crime. The top of their ticket 
and their candidate for Wisconsin’s Senate 
seat both say that no matter how horrible 
and brutal the crime they’re opposed to 
capital punishment. Well, George Bush and 
Susan Engeleiter believe that for the most 
horrible crimes, like when a drug dealer 
murders a policeman in cold: blood, that 
kind of killer deserves and should réceive 
the death sentence. If you ask me, there are 
no Americans braver and no citizens more 
precious than the.men and women who 
guard us: our State and local police. And 
George Bush, Susan Engeleiter, and I stand 
behind them all the way. 

By the way, you’ve heard that George’s 
opponent says he’s on your side. But you 
know better. In the Governor’s 1989 
budget, State debt is projected at some $10 
billion, nearly double the debt when the 
Governor took office. And what did this 
debt buy? Well, here are the words of a 
leader of his own party in the State legisla- 
ture: “Not only has this been the worst 
spending spree in Massachusetts history, we 
have almost nothing to show for it in better 
services, just a bigger payroll and a huge 
pension liability . . . .” Yes, George Bush is 
the one, and the only one, who’s on your 
side. And that’s not negative campaigning: 
That’s the truth. 

Now, our liberal friends have promised 
that come January the Reagan era is over 


and their era will be just beginning. And, 
yes, that’s the choice. From top to bottom, 
the election this year is a referendum on 
liberalism. Yes, the choice is just as clear as 
the choice in 1980 and 1984: It’s between, 
on one hand, liberal policies of tax and 
spend; economic stagnation; international 
weakness; and always, always blame Amer- 
ica first; and on the other hand, what we 
believe—limited government, a strong de- 
fense, firmness with the Soviets, and always, 
always “I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of 
the United States of America.” 

You may have guessed, I feel strongly 
about giving George Bush a Congress 
where he has more friends than he had on 


' that Pacific island where he was shot down 


during World War II. Ours is a system of 
three equal branches of government. Two 
branches, Congress and the President, are 
chosen ‘by election, and the third branch, 
the court, is chosen by the other two. When 
you vote for a candidate for the Senate or 
the: House, you’re voting for the direction 
of the country and the world as much as 
when you vote for President. Yes, we’ve 
accomplished much these last 8 years, but 
we could have accomplished even more, in- 
cluding, I believe, balancing the budget, if 
both Houses of Congress had been friendly. 
So, shouldn’t we ask: If we must ride two 
horses, Congress and the President, across 
every stream, doesn’t it make sense to have 
them going the same way? 

Susan Engeleiter and George Bush are 
going the same way. And come to think of 
it, that’s my way, too..All three of us are for 
a balanced budget amendment to the Con- - 
stitution and a line-item veto for the Presi- 
dent. And all three of us are for holding 
down spending and for telling the liberals, 
read our lips: No new taxes. And when it 
comes to the people of Wisconsin, all three 
of us are on your side. 

George Bush and Susan Engeleiter will 
give Wisconsin and America a team of dis- 
tinction and experience. Few people enter 
the Senate with as much experience as 
Susan has or with as distinguished a legisla- 
tive record already behind them. And few 
understand the needs of America’s families 
as well. She'll be the only mother with 
growing children in the Senate, and I be- 
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lieve the Senate could use a mother’s per- 
spective as well. 

So, in closing, I'd just ask you to take 
history in your hands. As Yogi Berra once 
said: “It ain’t over till it’s over.” If I lived in 
Wisconsin, I would vote for Susan Enge- 
leiter. I’m asking that anyone who has 
voted for me or will vote for George Bush 
to also pull the lever of Susan Engeleiter. 

And let me pause here and say something 
that—because of some of the campaign 
rhetoric that’s been going on about the 
Federal deficit and who’s to blame. I’ve 
heard myself identified with it being mine. 
Well, I think you all should know the Presi- 
dent of the United States under the Consti- 
tution can’t spend a dime. Only Congress 
can spend money. And as a matter of fact, 
the law is such that the President can’t 
even save money. If some of our Agencies 
and Departments, in carrying out the pro- 
grams passed by Congress, should come to 
the end of the year with a surplus, they 
have to go out and find a way to spend it. 
We can’t have some economies and then 
have a savings there to apply to the deficit. 

But what I really want to tell you is—and 
point out—in the 50 years up and through 
1980 the Congress of the United States, 
both Houses, was in the hands of the Demo- 
crats for 46 of those 50 years. And in those 
50 years, there were only 8 scattered years 
in which the budget was balanced. For a 
half a century, they were carrying out—and 
I remember making some speeches when I 
was a citizen against this, and something 
should be done about it—and the reply 
always was the deficit spending maintains 
our prosperity. And we don’t have to worry 
about it. We owe it to ourselves. 

So, whose deficit is itP Because then, be- 
ginning in 1965 when President Johnson’s 
war on poverty began—which poverty 
won—{laughter|}—in the 15 years from 
there to 1980, the budgets of the United 
States increased to five times what they had 
been; and the deficit increased to 52 times 
what it had been in that first 50 years. So, a 
great important thing is we’ve had gerry- 
mandering every 10 years because they’ve 
been in the saddle. And the time has come 
for us to get back on the track and continue 
in the way we’ve been going. And I just 
have to tell you that I think you have a very 
great addition—in a small package—but a 
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great addition to the United States Senate 
in this young lady who is your candidate. 

And I trust that you’re going to—well, let 
me put it to you this way: I just ask you as 
our other Senator responded, or said a 
moment ago, on this. Let me just put it this 
way: On Election Day, yes, go out there 
and win one for the Gipper. 

Thank you and God bless you. 


[At this point, the President was given a 
shamrock by Susan Engeleiter.] 


Could I just say something here about 
this? I’m half Irish, too. [Laughter] The 
other part is English and Scotch. But I just 
can’t help but telling you—and you can 
take this with you, for I’m going to take this 
with me. 

I was visiting Ireland and my father’s an- 
cestors’ background and community and so 
forth, and then found myself on Castle 
Rock, where St. Patrick erected the first 
cross. And the young Irish guide was taking 
us through the old, ancient cemetery. And 
we came to one tombstone, and he proudly 
pointed it out. And the tombstone was en- 
scribed: “Remember me as you pass by. For 
as you are, so once was I. But as I am, you 
too will be. So, be content to follow me.” 
[Laughter] And this had proven too much 
for some Irishman who had scratched on 
the stone underneath: “To follow you, I am 
content. I wish I knew which way you 
went.” [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in 
the Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. He was introduced by Susan Enge- 
leiter. In his opening remarks, the President 
referred to Steven King, former chairman 
of the State Republican Party; Donald Stitt, 
current chairman of the State Republican 
Party; and Michael Grebe, national Repub- 
lican committeeman. 


Remarks at a Republican Party Rally in 
Berea, Ohio 
November 2, 1988 

The President. Thank you, George. And 


I'd like to add a special thank you to the 
Ringling Brothers, to Bruce Drennan, the 
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Baldwin-Wallace Jazz Ensemble, and the 
great kids of the Parma High School Band, 
the Mid-Park High School Band, and the 
Berea High School Band. You’ve all done 
yourselves proud. And now will you prom- 
ise me you'll do all of America proud and 
just say no to drugs? [Applause] And Id like 
to say hello to a bunch of guys who have 
made Baldwin-Wallace proud with their 
amazing 30-year streak: the Yellow Jackets. 

Let me tell you, it’s great to be here in a 
community that’s a symbol of all we’ve ac- 
complished in the past 8 years. They tell 
me that the three automobile plants near 
here are running close to capacity, and 
they’re all staffed up now at the steel mill 
in Cleveland. You have all proven what 
happens when Americans put their nose to 
the grindstone, and which is probably why 
Berea is the grindstone capital of the world. 
You know, some people in Washington 
were counting America out in 1980, the 
way they were counting out the Cleveland 
area. They decided to play doctor and said 
the American people were suffering from 
some kind of malaise. 

Well, in November 1980 you gave them a 
message. You said, “Physician, heal thyself.” 
And every one of you here proved them 
wrong and showed them there’s no greater 
engine for change and economic growth 
and prosperity than the hard-working men 
and women of the United States of Amer- 
ica, and there is nobody more hard-working 
in this country than the people of Cuyahoga 
County. 

And one of the people who’s been re- 
sponsible for the change around here is 
with us today. He’s the man who saved the 
city of Cleveland, a guy who knows what it 
means to do what’s right and to do it right. 
He’s a true miracleworker. And now he’s 
got the toughest fight of his life. But when 
the dust clears on November 8th, I know 
he’s going to be the next Senator from the 
State of Ohio: George Voinovich. 

Now, you know, my time is drawing to a 
close in Washington, and come January I'll 
be going home. 

The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 

The President. Well, thank you, but you 
know—yes, that’s very kind of you, but you 
know there’s a 22d amendment that makes 
that impossible. 


The Audience. Boo! 

The President. But I'll give you a little 
secret. When I’m out of here, so they can’t 
accuse me of doing it for myself, I’m going 
to see if I can’t talk the people of America 
into canceling that amendment because it is 
not an infringement on the man in office, 
it’s an infringement on the democratic 
rights of the people of America. 

But now, as I said, come January I'll be 
going home, but I’m going to feel just fine 
about that because nobody knows better 
than I do just how capable are those two 
hands I'll be passing the torch to come the 
20th of January. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. They’re the best. Yes, 
they’re the best set of hands this side of Bob 
Feller, and they belong to a man named 
George Bush. 

The Audience. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. I’m here today to talk to 
you about the great Republican ticket, from 
the White House to the statehouse to the 
county seat, and make sure that everybody 
who shares our hopes for the future turns 
out to vote on November 8th. 

You know, the liberals are going around 
saying they’re on your side. You know 
better than that. Let’s talk about crime. 
Our side believes people who want to pro- 
tect their home and family from an armed 
intruder have a constitutional right to own 
a gun. The liberals are against it. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. Now, I want to ask you a 
question, and would you shout out yes or no 
loud and clear so that our friends in the 
press know just where you stand. Do you 
believe the liberals are on your side? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Now, do you believe we're 
the ones that are on your side? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. I thought you might say 
that. Okay, now let’s talk about school 
prayer. We’re for it. They’re against it. I 
want to ask you again: Who’s on your side? 
Are the liberals? Or is it the Republican 
ticket? 

The Audience. Republicans! 

The President. Let’s take that liberal phi- 
losophy of tax-and-tax and spend-and-spend. 
They're for it. We’re against it. Now, tell 
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me again, and tell me so they can hear it all 
the way to Washington: Who’s on your side? 
Is it the liberals, or is it the great Republi- 
can ticket of George Voinovich and George 
Bush? 

The Audience. George Bush! George 
Bush! George Bush! 

The President. All right. You know, the 
truth is, those others—they only come 
around on your side when they want to get 
their hands on your wallet. I remember the 
last time the American people heard that 
kind of talk in 1980. The American people 
let them know they weren’t on your side; 
they were on your back. Yes, the liberals 
were offsides in 1980; they’re even further 
offsides now. And on November 8th, the 
people are going to throw the penalty flag 
and let the liberals know they’re so far off- 
side that they’re way out of bounds. 

One of the guys who’s the furthest out of 
bounds is the guy running against George 
Voinovich. He’s been called the liberal 
master of destruction by the nonpartisan 
Congressional Quarterly. And now, after all 
of these months and all of this time, the 
fellow at the top of the other ticket has 
admitted what Ohioans have known about 
George Voinovich’s opponent all along: that 
he’s liberal, liberal, liberal. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. And come next week, the 
American public will say no to liberals who 
preach higher taxes, big spending, and-a 
weak defense. 

When we came into office, families like 
yours were reeling from tax rates that were 
draining this nation’s initiative. Since our 
expansion began, we’ve created more than 
18 million new jobs. We’ve reduced the un- 
employment rate to nearly the lowest it’s 
been in 14 years. We’ve had 71 months of 
economic recovery; that’s the longest 
peacetime recovery in the history of this 
great nation. And today a greater propor- 
tion of our potential work force—that 
means everybody, male and female, from 
16 years of age and up, in this country, 
students and retirees included—a greater 
percentage of that work force is employed 
today than ever before in the history of the 
— States of America: 62.7 percent have 
jobs. 

We also went to work on our nation’s 
defenses. We’re once again respected in the 
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world. Our Armed Forces are strong, and 
America is at peace. We and our NATO 
allies stood firm in the face of Soviet mis- 
siles pointing at the heart and blood of 
Europe and Asia. And Mr. Gorbachev got 
the message. He did business because he 
knew we meant business. And, my friends, 
we still mean business. 

You know, some people think that maybe 
I’ve changed, that I don’t believe the things 
that I believed when I came into office. 
Well, I’m here today to tell you that’s not 
true. I’m a believer in a philosophy of world 
affairs summed up in a phrase I quoted to 
Mr. Gorbachev: Trust everybody, but cut 
the cards. 

None of our triumphs—no, not one— 
would have happened if the liberals had 
had their way. There would have been no 
INF treaty or rollback in Afghanistan or 
democratic revolutions around the globe. 
They opposed rebuilding our military de- 
fenses, and even today they want to cancel 
two supercarrier task forces and take them 
out of the Navy. In fact, what they’ve 
planned for the Navy is so bad that by the 
time they get through Michael may have to 
row the boat ashore. Yes, I think that if 
they did half of what they’re saying they 
would do we’d all end up in the tank. 

Just listen to what the liberals said no to. 
They opposed the liberation of Grenada. 
They opposed the deployment of our mis- 
siles in Europe. They oppose our policy of 
helping freedom fighters advance the cause 
of liberty around the world. Well, we did all 
these things, and I tell you proudly, right 
now: We’d both do every single one of 
them over again. 

Of all the changes we’ve made, the one I 
may be happiest about is this: Our young 
men and women are once again proud to 
wear this country’s uniform. And because of 
them, over these past 8 years, not 1 inch of 
ground on this good Earth has fallen to 
Communists. 

We’re also on your side because we take 
the threat of crime seriously. We’ve ap- 
pointed serious-minded judges who respect 
the Constitution and know the meaning of 
the word “punishment,” like two of our 
good candidates for the Ohio Supreme 
Court here today: Joyce George and Paul 
Matia. We learned during the “malaise” 
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years that when judges don’t do their jobs 
right criminals feel like they can run ramp- 
ant. Well, violent crime has fallen signifi- 


cantly in this country since 1981 because. 


we put criminals on notice: Make one false 
move, and the next sound you hear is the 
clang of a jail cell door slamming shut. You 
know, my friends, we believe there are no 
citizens more precious than the men and 
women who guard us: our State and local 
police, and we must stand united behind 
them. We must protect them as they pro- 
tect us. And that’s why we believe with all 
the conviction we have that a crack dealer 
with a machinegun who murders a police 
officer in the line of duty should face the 
death penalty. 

You know, all that we’ve achieved, every- 
thing, can be undone faster than you can 
say Taxachusetts if our liberal friends are 
successful. The fellow at the top of the 
other ticket says he’s in the tradition of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, John F. Kenne- 
dy, and Harry Truman. But I'll tell you this 
one thing: If he’s Harry Truman, I’m Roger 
Rabbit. 

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, when our lib- 
eral friends run away from their agenda 
and falsely invoke the greats to cover for 
them, they’re just acknowledging that 
where they want to take America, America 
doesn’t want to go. Now, I promise you: We 
won't take you back there. And I warn you: 
They will. 

They’re the people who've stolen the 
Democratic Party away from its heritage. I 
know because I was once a Democrat. And 
the truth is that when the left took over the 
Democratic Party leadership many like me 
who were inspired by F.D.R. and Harry 
Truman took over the Republican Party. So, 
I want to ask those of you some people call 
Reagan Democrats to join me and come 
home with me today. Come home to the 
Republican Party. 

Now, please, don’t cancel out your vote 
for President by picking a tax-and-spend lib- 
eral for the Senate. Remember, it takes the 
President and Congress working together to 
move America forward. So, if we have to 
ride two horses at once, shouldn’t they both 
be headed in the same direction? [Ap- 
plause] 

We’ve got to do all we can to get our 
message out. We must guard against com- 


placency and overconfidence. This election 
isn’t over yet, not by a long shot. And as 
Winston Churchill once said: “We must 
wage war until victory is won.” 


Now let me take a little public opinion 
poll of my own. Will you make sure to turn 
out for the Republican ticket on November 
8thP 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. Will you give the next 
President the Senate he needs by voting for 
George Voinovich on November 8th? [Ap- 
plause] 

And will you give Ohio a bright future of 
economic opportunity and family values by 
voting for Grace Drake, Gary Suhadolnik 
and Virgil Brown? [Applause] 

You just made my day. 


Ladies and gentlemen, America needs 
the strength, the vision, and the true grit of 
George Bush and George Voinovich. And 
with your help and God’s grace, we'll all 
have cause to cheer just 1 week from today. 


Now, probably somebody back up there 
being cynical is going to say, Well, wait a 
minute. This is Wednesday, and Tuesday is 
Election Day. I know that. But it’s the day 
after Election Day that we do the cheering. 
And you know, some people are saying it’s 
time for a change. Well, ladies and gentle- 
men, we are the change. The change began 
8 years ago. 


Let me just tell you something that most 
of us tend to forget. In the 50 years to 1980, 
that half a century, 1931 until 1980, 46 of 
those 50 years the Democrats have con- 
trolled both Houses of the Congress. Now, 
in this campaign I’ve heard the deficit 
called mine—that it is so big. Let me tell 
you, the President can’t spend a dime. Only 
Congress can spend money. Now, in those 
50 years, 46 of them with the Democrats in 
control of both Houses of the Congress, 
there have only been 8 scattered years in 
that half-century in which the budget of the 
United States Government was balanced. 
So, who has been in charge while all this 
went on? 


Now, in the 15 years from 1965 to 1980, 
when the Democratic President then had 
started his war on poverty—which poverty 
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won—{laughter|}—in those 15 years, the 
budget of the United States Government 
increased to five times what it had been, 
and the deficit increased to 52 times what it 
had been. And this is what we’ve inherited. 
No, we haven’t been able to balance the 
budget, because the President not only 
can’t spend money, he can’t save money. 
Only the Congress can do that. If a Depart- 
ment or Agency’s got some money left 
over, the Congress says they’ve got to 
spend it. That’s why we’ve got an awful lot 
of warehouses with office furniture in 
them—because the only way they know 
sometimes to spend up the surplus is to buy 
new furniture. 


But then we came into office in 1981, 
and for 6 years, we had one House, the 
Senate, on our side. Between ’86 and now, 
we have cut the Federal deficit by some 
$70 billion. And we’re continuing on a path 
of cutting. But as I say, those 6 years— 
they’ve gone by, and now we're back 
where we were with them in charge of 
both Houses. We couldn’t have made all the 
gains we’ve made if we had not had that 
one House. So, that’s why this man sitting 
back here—it’s so very vital that we get him 
there, so that once again, a President can 
have at least one House that will help him 
curb the spending habits of the liberals. 


Now I want to ask you to do me one 
small favor. Will you go out there and win 
one for the Gipper? [Applause] 


Thank you very much, and God bless you 


Note: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in 
the gymnasium at Baldwin-Wallace Col- 
lege. He was introduced by George Voino- 
vich, mayor of Cleveland and Republican 
candidate for the U.S. Senate. In his- re- 
marks, the President referred to radio 
sportscaster Bruce Drennan, former Cleve- 
land Indians pitcher Bob Feller, State sena- 
tors Grace Drake and Gary C. Suhadolnik, 
and Cuyahoga County Commissioner Virgil 
Brown. At the conclusion of his remarks, 
the President returned to Washington, DC. 
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Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Southern California Indian Land 
Transfer Act 


November 2, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
3621, which would establish, among other 
things, an Indian Development Finance 
Corporation that would be authorized to 
provide development capital to Indian busi- 
nesses that meet certain criteria. The bill 
would have created an expensive and un- 
necessary new bureaucracy and duplicated 
currently existing programs. It would not 
have addressed the underlying problems of 
economic development in Indian country. 
Finally, the legislation places the Govern- 
ment at risk of substantial financial loss and 
does not provide sufficient authority for 
governmental oversight of the financial ac- 
tivities that could result in such loss. 

Instead of creating a new institution to 
deliver additional capital, I believe that we 
need to better utilize existing sources of 
capital, including such Federal programs as 
the Indian Financing Act. In this regard, I 
recently signed Public Law 100-442, which 
increased the ceiling on guaranteed loans 
for Indian businesses under the Indian Fi- 
nancing Act from $200 million to $500 mil- 
lion, raised the limitation on loan guaran- 
tees to individual Indian and Indian eco- 
nomic enterprises from $350,000 to 
$500,000, and provided other means for 
reservation economic development. Suffi- 
cient authority, therefore, exists to carry out 
the activities envisioned in H.R. 3621. 

I would also emphasize that H.R. 3621, 
with its further proliferation of Federal 
credit programs, is contrary to this Adminis- 
tration’s long-standing and ongoing efforts 
to manage more effectively Federal credit 
programs. 

Because this legislation takes the wrong 
approach to Indian economic development, 
I am withholding my approval of H.R. 3621. 
I note that this bill also contains an unrelat- 
ed and beneficial provision relating to the 
transfer of Federal land in Southern Califor- 
nia to several bands of Southern California 
Mission Indians. My disapproval of H.R. 
3621 does not affect this needed legislation, 
which was also included in H.R. 2677, an 
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omnibus Indian affairs bill that I have al- 
ready approved. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 2, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Montana National Resources Protection 
and Utilization Act of 1988 


November 2, 1988 


I am withholding my approval of S. 2751, 
a bill “to designate certain lands in Mon- 
tana as wilderness, to release other forest 
lands for multiple use management, and for 
other purposes.” My Administration’s Na- 
tional Forest System Land and Resource 
Management Plans for Montana already 
strike the appropriate balance among com- 
peting economic, environmental, and cul- 
tural interests in the National Forests of 
Montana. The provisions of S. 2751 would 
have severely disrupted that balance. 

Enactment of the bill would injure the 
economy of Montana. It could cost jobs and 
eliminate vast mineral development oppor- 
tunities. It also would reduce the flexibility 
the Federal Government needs in manag- 
ing the Nation’s natural heritage. 

The legislation would constrain the ability 
of the Federal Government to obtain strate- 
gic and critical minerals. These minerals are 
necessary to supply military, industrial, and 
essential civilian needs during national de- 
fense emergencies and are not now found 
or produced in the United States in suffi- 
cient quantities to meet those needs. 

Finally, the legislation would have provid- 
ed for the Federal Government to ex- 
change revenue-producing Federal land for 
nonrevenue-producing land. The resulting 
loss in revenue to the Treasury would have 
increased the Federal deficit and imposed 


an unwanted and unneeded burden on the 
American taxpayer. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
November 2, 1988. 


Note: By tradition, memorandums of disap- 
proval are issued by the President when he 
pocket-vetoes a bill. The memorandum 
states the President’s policy and objections 
for the public record. 


Proclamation 5894—50th Anniversary 
Year of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act, 1988 


November 2, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Half a century ago, in 1938, the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act was signed 
into law by President Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt. This legislation was the start of 
modern food and drug regulation. That this 
year is the 50th anniversary of that legisla- 
tion reminds each of us to be grateful for 
our American legacy of concern for protect- 
ing the public health. 

The 1938 Act covered cosmetics, medical 
devices, food additives, and pesticides, but 
made its strongest impact by giving the 
Food and Drug Administration the author- 
ity and responsibility for approving new 
drugs for safety before they could be sold. 
These drug review provisions came just at 
the beginning of the “first therapeutic revo- 
lution,” when penicillin and sulfa drugs 
were being discovered. Wave after wave of 
new drug classes were discovered in the 
1940’s and 1950’s, and the new drug review 
system enabled patients and physicians to 
have a level of confidence in medications 
that had never before existed. 

To this day, the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration uses the provisions of the 1938 Act, 
as amended over the years, to establish rig- 
orous standards for food and drug safety 
that are widely respected and emulated. 
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The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
600, has recognized the 50th anniversary of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
anniversary. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim 1988 as 50th Anniversary 
Year of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act, 1988. I call upon the people of 
the United States to observe this anniversa- 
ry with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:24 p.m., November 4, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 3. 


Proclamation 5895—Geography 
Awareness Week, 1988 


November 2, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The United States of America is a unique 
and great land with a diverse ethnic popu- 
lation and an extraordinary international 
role. Geographical influences that have 
helped determine the discovery and devel- 
opment of this country, and global condi- 
tions that have given rise to wave after 
wave of immigration to our shores, make 
ours a history that cannot be understood 
without a ready knowledge of world geog- 
raphy. In order for our Nation to maintain 
its special heritage and retain its position of 
global economic and political leadership, it 
is essential that our citizens have a sound 
appreciation of basic geographical facts and 
principles. 
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Today, however, as recent studies—in- 
cluding a major report last summer from 
the National Geographic Society—have af- 
firmed, many young people and adults lack 
knowledge of elementary geography. The 
situation among 18- to 24-year-olds is par- 
ticularly disturbing, with these young 
Americans ranking last in basic knowledge 
in this multination report. 

We can do better. A free society has no 
greater enemy than ignorance, and there is 
no greater waste than the underuse of a 
child’s God-given ability to learn and ex- 
plore. Fortunately, our Nation has begun to 
give new attention in the past decade to 
the need for educational reform and educa- 
tional focus. Young people need to be chal- 
lenged early and often; and subjects like 
geography, and closely related studies like 
history and civics, can be taught in ways 
that promote curiosity and help young 
people stretch their minds and engage their 
imaginations as they view the map and all 
the many frontiers and horizons it charts. 


Truly we live in a world rich in wonder, 
variety, and mystery. During Geography 
Awareness Week, 1988, we can resolve to 
share more of these qualities with our chil- 
dren and to encourage them in their under- 
standing of the social, economic, and politi- 
cal influence of geographic issues and con- 
ditions. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-391, 
has designated the period beginning No- 
vember 13 and ending November 19, 1988, 
as “Geography Awareness Week” and has 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation to recognize this ob- 
servance. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 13 
through November 19, 1988, as Geography 
Awareness Week. I urge educational institu- 
tions, parents, and all Americans to cele- 
brate this observance with appropriate ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
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the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:25 p.m., November 4, 1988) 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 3. 


Proclamation 5896—National Jukebox 
Week, 1988 


November 3, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

For a century now, the jukebox has been 
a fixture of popular culture in our land. In 
restaurants, diners, and clubs across our 
country, jukeboxes have long provided pa- 
trons with music for dining and dancing. 
The jukebox is to many a symbol of good, 
clean fun. It is also an inexpensive source of 
entertainment for young and old alike, and 
a treasury of memories for listeners of every 
generation. The centennial of the jukebox 
now gives all of us an excellent opportunity 
to celebrate its enduring place in American 


e. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
446, has designated the week of October 30 
through November 5, 1988, as “National 
Jukebox Week” and authorized and request- 
ed the President to issue a proclamation in 


observance of this occasion. 
Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 


dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 30 
through November 5, 1988, as National 
Jukebox Week. I call upon the American 
people to celebrate this week with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:26 p.m., November 4, 1988] 


Remarks on the Employment Rate and 
an Informal Exchange With Reporters 


November 4, 1988 


Employment Rate 


The President. 1, as you know, have a 
little announcement here for you. I know 
it’s early, but I don’t think it’s ever too 
early for good news. I have some very, very 
good news for all Americans, and bringing 
good news like this to the American people 
is one of the great joys of the Presidency. 
We’ve just received the October employ- 
ment numbers. And I’m delighted to report 
they’re the best we’ve seen since June, and 
they’re the best they’ve been in more than 
14 years: 5.2 percent, down from 5.3 in 
September. It’s a moment of pride, I think, 
for us all. 

We're setting off for Chicago now for a 
last push in our effort to help George Bush 
become the next President of the United 
States. And this is the message we’re going 
to be taking to every home in America: The 
future is bright, and it’s getting brighter 
because we’ve been bringing good jobs and 
hope and opportunity to all the citizens in 
this country. 

In October, we Americans created 
323,000 new jobs. That brings the total 
number of jobs we’ve created in this coun- 
try since the recovery began nearly 6 years 
ago to 18.4 million. So, America is hard at 
work and growing. I believe George Bush is 
going to be the next President because as 
every day passes it becomes ever clearer 
that our policies have worked and they’re 
working and they'll continue to work and 
nothing’s going to stop us now. And I’m 
going to have to run for that bird out there. 


1988 Presidential Campaign and the 
Republican Party 

Q. Mr. President, some people think that 
your party has conducted a nasty, mean- 
spirited campaign. 

The President. It’s a little bit like what 
Harry Truman once said: We’ve just been 
telling the truth, and they think it’s nega- 
tive. 

Q. Well, a lot of people don’t think you’re 
Harry Truman. 

The President. Well, I’ve never tried to 
be Harry Truman. 
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Q. You are wrapping yourself in the aura, 
though. 

The President. What's that? 

Q. You are wrapping yourself in the aura 
of Harry Truman and F.D.R. 

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], I’m just saying 
one thing, and I know I have to run and I 
can’t go on taking questions here. But let 
me just say one thing: When I voted my 
first time in 1932, for what became the 
New Deal—Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
all of them—the platform of the Democrat- 
ic Party in that day and in that election 
called for a 25-percent cut in Federal 
spending, the elimination of useless Boards 
and Commissions, and the restoring to local 
communities, the people, and the States au- 
thority and autonomy that had been unjust- 
ly seized by the Federal Government. Now, 
there’s only one party today that is running 
on that platform, and that’s the Republican 
Party. There has been a very definite 
switch as to where the two parties stand. In 
those days, the Republican Party was the 
party of protectionism and high tariffs, and 
today it’s the other way around. 

Q. Well, Roosevelt did pull us out of a 
depression, didn’t he? 

The President. He what? 

Q. Roosevelt pulled us out of a depres- 
sion. 

The President. | think if you look closely 
you'll find that World War II pulled us out 
of a recession. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:59 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, prior 
to his departure for Illinois and New Jersey. 
At the close of his opening remarks, the 
President referred to Marine One, the Presi- 
dent’s helicopter, which was waiting to take 
him to Andrews Air Force Base, MD. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 
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November 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 

The President attended a fundraising 

luncheon at the J.W. Marriott Hotel for Sen- 
ator Dave Durenberger of Minnesota. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 22, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
101st Congress will convene on January 3, 
1989. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released October 27+ 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Party rally in San 
Diego, CA 


Released October 28} 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a luncheon hosted by the World 
Affairs Council in Los Angeles, CA 


1 These releases were not received in time 
for inclusion in last week’s issue. 





Released October 30 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the Simon Wiesenthal Center 


awards presentation ceremony in Los Ange- 
les, CA 


Fact sheet: 


Simon Wiesenthal Humanitarian Award 
ceremony 


Released November 1 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Presidential cam- 
paign rally in Fullerton, CA 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Republican Party rally in San 
Bernardino, CA 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a campaign rally for Senator 
Chic Hecht in Reno, NV 


Released November 2 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a fundraising brunch for senato- 


rial candidate Susan Engeleiter in Milwau- 
kee, WI 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Republican Party rally in 
Berea, OH 


Released November 4 


Advance text: 

Remarks on signing the Genocide Conven- 
tion Implementation Act of 1987 (the Prox- 
mire Act) in Chicago, IL 


Fact sheet: 


Genocide Convention Implementation Act 
of 1987 (the Proxmire Act) 


Advance text: 
Remarks on arrival in Palos Hills, IL 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a Republican Presidential cam- 
paign rally in Palos Hills, IL 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 28 


H.R. 990 / Public Law 100-535 
Imperial Valley College Barker Museum 
Land Transfer Act of 1988 


H.R. 4209 / Public Law 100-536 

To authorize appropriations to carry out 
title I of the Marine Protection, Research, 
and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 during fiscal 
years 1989, 1990, and 1991 


H.R. 4375 / Public Law 100-537 


Michigan Public Lands Improvement Act of 
1988 


H.R. 4410 / Public Law 100-538 

To designate the Federal Building at Spring 
and High Streets in Columbus, Ohio, as the 
“John W. Bricker Federal! Building” 


H.R. 4480 / Public Law 100-539 

To change the name of the Pacific Tropical 
Botanical Garden, a federally chartered or- 
ganization, to the National Tropical Botani- 
cal Garden, and for other purposes 


H.R. 4557 / Public Law 100-540 

To amend title 46, United States Code, to 
require alerting and locating equipment on 
manned uninspected vessels, to provide for 
exemption of uninspected vessels from cer- 
tain requirements of that title, and to in- 
crease penalties for violations of certain un- 
inspected vessel requirements 


H.R. 4777 / Public Law 100-541 


To modify the boundary of the Guadalupe 
Mountains National Park, and for other pur- 
poses 


H.R. 4992 / Public Law 100-542 
Telecommunications Accessibility Enhance- 
ment Act of 1988 


H.R. 5007 / Public Law 100-543 


To designate the United States Courthouse 
at 620 Southwest Main Street, Portland, 
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Approved October 28—Continued 


Oregon, as the “Gus J. Solomon United 
States Courthouse” 


H.R. 5066 / Public Law 100-544 

To add additional land to the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Reservation in Arizo- 
na, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5052 / Public Law 100-545 

To amend title 31 of the United States 
Code to provide for a transfer of control of 
the General Accounting Office Building and 
to improve the administration of the Gener- 
al Accounting Office 


H.R. 5325 / Public Law 100-546 


Federal Crop Insurance Commission Act of 
1988 


H.R. 5395 / Public Law 100-547 
Sipsey Wild and Scenic River and Alabama 
Addition Act of 1988 


HJ. Res. 629 / Public Law 100-548 
Designating October 22, 1988, as “National 


Chester F. Carlson Recognition Day” 


HJ. Res. 644 / Public Law 100-549 

Granting the consent of Congress to the 
compact entered into between the State of 
North Carolina and the State of South Caro- 
lina establishing the Lake Wylie Marine 


Commission 


S.59 / Public Law 100-550 
National Forest and Public Lands of Nevada 
Enhancement Act of 1988 


S. 744 / Public Law 100-551 

To amend the Toxic Substances Control Act 
to assist States in responding to the threat 
ot human health posed by exposure to 
radon 


S. 1704 / Public Law 100-552 

To authorize the establishment of the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail Interpre- 
tive Center in the State of Montana and for 
other purposes 


S. 1727 / Public Law 100-553 


National Deafness and Other Communica- 
tion Disorders Act of 1988 
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Approved October 28—Continued 

S. 1914 / Public Law 100-554 

To designate a segment of the Wildcat 
River in the State of New Hampshire as a 
component of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, and for other purposes 


S. 1985 / Public Law 100-555 
To improve the protection and manage- 


ment of archeological resources on Federal 
land 


S. 1986 / Public Law 100-556 
To require that plastic ring carrier devices 
be degradable, and for other purposes 


S. 2148 / Public Law 100-557 
To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
of 1968, and for other purposes 


S. 2436 / Public Law 100-558 
To reauthorize the Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore Advisory Commission 


S. 2545 / Public Law 100-559 

To redesignate Salinas National Monument 
in the State of New Mexico, and for other 
purposes 


H.R. 945 / Private Law 100-24 
For the relief of Allen H. Platnick 


H.R. 1275 / Private Law 100-25 
For the relief of Joyce G. McFarland 


H.R. 1385 / Private Law 100-26 
For the relief of Travis D. Jackson 


H.R. 1826 / Private Law 100-27 

For the relief of Natasha Susan Middelmann, 
Samantha Abigail Middelmann, Naomi Ka- 
trina Orloff Middelmann, and Hannah Emily 
Middelmann 


H.R. 3347 / Private Law 100-28 
For the relief of Bibianne Cyr 


H.R. 4642 / Private Law 100-29 

To provide for the reinstatement of the 
canceled entry of William A. Wright to cer- 
tain lands in Lamar County, Alabama 





Approved October 31 


H.R. 775 / Public Law 100-560 

To provide for the establishment of the 
Poverty Point National Monument, and for 
other purposes 


H.R. 2266 / Public Law 100-561 
Pipeline Safety Reauthorization Act of 1988 


H.R. 2628 / Public Law 100-562 


Imported Vehicle Safety Compliance Act of 
1988 


H.R. 3408 / Public Law 100-563 

To authorize additional appropriations for 
the Central Utah Project, to implement a 
settlement with the Strawberry Water 
Users, to the expand the John Muir Historic 
Site, to prohibit the expansion of any reser- 
voir within the boundaries of Yosemite Na- 
tional Park, and for other purposes 


H.R. 3559 / Public Law 100-564 

To authorize and direct the acquisition of 
lands for Canaveral National Seashore, and 
for other purposes 


H.R. 3685 / Public Law 100-565 

To amend title 31, United States Code, to 
increase from $25,000 to $40,000 the maxi- 
mum amount that the United States may 
pay in settlement of a claim against the 
United States made by a member of the 
uniformed services or by an officer or em- 
ployee of the Government 


H.R. 3757 / Public Law 100-566 


Federal Employees Leave Sharing Act of 
1988 


H.R. 4182 / Public Law 100-567 
Zuni-Cibola National Historical Park Estab- 
lishment Act of 1988 


H.R. 4262 / Public Law 100-568 


Berne Convention Implementation Act of 
1988 


H.R. 4416 / Public Law 100-569 

To extend the authorization of appropria- 
tions for titles V and VI of the Library Serv- 
ices and Construction Act through fiscal 
year 1989 
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Approved October 31—Continued 


H.R. 4418 / Public Law 100-570 
National Science Foundation Authorization 
Act of 1988 


H.R. 4818 / Public Law 100-571 
To establish the National Park of American 
Samoa 


H.R. 4939 / Public Law 100-572 
Lead Contamination Control Act of 1988 


H.R. 5001 / Public Law 100-573 

To establish the Delaware Water Gap Na- 
tional Recreation Area Citizen Advisory 
Commission 


H.R. 5199 / Public Law 100-574 

To make nonmailable any plant, fruit, vege- 
table, or other matter, the movement of 
which in interstate commerce has been pro- 
hibited or restricted by the Secretary of Ag- 
riculture in order to prevent the dissemina- 
tion of dangerous plant diseases or pests, 
and for other purposes 


H.R. 5318 / Public Law 100-575 
Egg Research and Consumer Information 
Act Amendments of 1988 


H.R. 5389 / Public Law 100-576 
Bangladesh Disaster Assistance Act of 1988 


H.R. 5442 / Public Law 100-577 
Asbestos Information Act of 1988 


H.R. 5471 / Public Law 100-578 
Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amend- 
ments of 1988 


S. 136 / Public Law 100-579 
Native Hawaiian Health Care Act of 1988 


S. 2723 / Public Law 100-580 
Hoopa-Yurok Settlement Act 


H.R. 525 / Private Law 100-30 
For the relief of John M. Gill 


H.R. 3414 / Private Law 100-31 
For the relief of Meenakshiben P. Patel 
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Editor’s Note 





The President traveled to Illinois and New 
Jersey on November 4, the closing date of 
this issue. Releases and announcements 
issued by the Office of the Press Secretary 
after the President’s departure will be 
printed next week. 
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